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Michael Cohen, formerly a lawyer for President Trump, leaves his hotel Thursday, July 27, 2018, in New York. Cohen, claims Trump knew in advance about a Trump 
Tower meeting in June 2016 between a Russian lawyer, Trump’s eldest son and aides. Associated Press 
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Trump and Putin’s RSVP’s: Yes, for sure, if, if if.... 



President Donald Trump, right, delivers remarks on the economy from the South Lawn of the 
White House, Friday, July 27, 2018, in Washington; and in this photo taken on Monday, July 16, 
2018, Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, gestures while speaking at the Presidential Palace in 
Helsinki, Finland. 

Associated Press 


By MATTHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rare¬ 
ly has an RSVP been so 
complicated. 

President Donald Trump is 
open to visiting Moscow 
— if he gets a formal invi¬ 
tation from Vladimir Putin, 
the White House said Fri¬ 
day. Russian President Putin 
said he's game for a trip to 
Washington — but his an¬ 
swer came only after Trump 
retracted his invitation for a 
fall sit-down. 

The awkward back and 
forth is the latest round of 
summit drama flowing from 
the two leaders’ controver¬ 
sial first meeting in Helsinki 
this month. It underscores 
Trump's eagerness to forge 
a warmer relationship with 
Putin, though the Russian 
does not appear to share 
the urgency and Trump’s 
allies in Washington are 
watching with frustration. 
Trump’s tentative yes to a 
Moscow trip comes even 
as lawmakers are still push¬ 
ing for details about what 
he and Putin discussed 
in Helsinki. The president 
has been widely criticized 
for failing to publicly de¬ 
nounce Russia’s interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 U.S. elec¬ 
tion and appearing to ac¬ 
cept Putin’s denials of such 
activity. 

Trump's response to the 
criticism — an abruptly an¬ 
nounced invitation for a 
second meeting in Wash¬ 
ington in the fall — gof an 
ice-cold reception from 
Republicans in Congress 
facing tough elections in 
November. Moscow was 


lukewarm and did not im¬ 
mediately accept. 

Then National Security 
Adviser John Bolton said 
Wednesday that plans for a 
fall visit would be delayed 
until 2019. He cited special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into Russian 
election meddling as the 
reason, using Trump’s fa¬ 
vorite term for the probe: 
“witch hunt.” 

But the possibility of a Trump 
trip to Moscow emerged 
Friday after Putin said he 
was ready to invite Trump 
— or to visit Washington if 
conditions are right. “I un¬ 
derstand very well what 
President Trump said: He 
has the wish to conduct fur¬ 
ther meetings,” Putin said 
while traveling in Johannes¬ 
burg. “I am ready for fhis. 
We are ready to invite Presi¬ 
dent Trump to Moscow. By 
the way, he has such an 
invitation, I told him of fhis. 
I am prepared to go to 
Washington, but, I repeat, if 
the appropriate conditions 
for work are created.” 
White House press secre¬ 


tary Sarah Huckabee Sand¬ 
ers responded that Trump 
“looks forward to having 
President Putin to Wash¬ 
ington after the first of fhe 
year, and he is open to vis¬ 
iting Moscow upon receiv¬ 
ing a reciprocal formal invi¬ 
tation.” 

But it’s just talk at this point. 
It’s part of “a power game 
between Putin and Trump,” 
said Dr. Alina Polyakova 
of the Brookings Institution. 
She said the Kremlin basi¬ 
cally drove the entire pro¬ 
cess in Helsinki, and “we're 
seeing that again now.” 
Trump is hardly in a strong 
position because “the Hel¬ 
sinki summit was such a fias¬ 
co,” said James Goldgeier 
of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

A Putin visit to Washington 
between now and Janu¬ 
ary “could have a lot of 
poor optics,” he said, and 
“it's really hard to see the 
upside” of a Trump trip to 
Moscow. 

The spectacle of Trump in 
the Russian capital — the 
site of unproven salacious 


allegations in an anti-Trump 
dossier compiled by a for¬ 
mer British spy — was likely 
to raise eyebrows and 
alarm on Capitol Hill. 

Just two days earlier, law¬ 
makers from both political 
parties unsuccessfully de¬ 
manded defails of the Hel¬ 
sinki meeting from Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo, 
who stonewalled nearly all 
those inquiries at a conten¬ 
tious hearing by maintain¬ 
ing that the president has 
a right to private conversa¬ 
tions. Since Helsinki, Trump 
has tried to walk back at 
least some of his com¬ 
ments. 

And Pompeo told the Sen¬ 
ate Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee that despite Trump’s 
public statements that alle¬ 
gations of Russian interfer¬ 
ence are “a hoax” he ac¬ 
cepts that Russia did med¬ 
dle in the 2016 election. 
Trump met Friday with his 
national security team to 
discuss threats to the 2018 
congressional midterm 
elections, the first such ses¬ 
sion he has convened amid 


warnings from intelligence 
officials that Russia is again 
intent on interfering in the 
U.S. democratic process. 
The White House released 
a statement saying Trump 
“made it clear that his Ad¬ 
ministration will not tolerate 
foreign interference in our 
elections from any nation 
state or other malicious ac¬ 
tors.” 

Republican lawmakers 
have made it clear they 
are not eager to see Putin, 
who intelligence officials 
say was aware of the 2016 
interference, just weeks be¬ 
fore Election Day 2018. 

Putin “will not be welcome" 
at the Capitol, Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell told reporters. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan 
said such invitations are re¬ 
served “for allies.” 

The Republican leaders ap¬ 
pear to be increasingly rely¬ 
ing on public signals, rather 
than private phone calls or 
Oval Office chats, to catch 
the White House's attention 
and communicate with 
Trump — especially when 
they are at odds with the 
president's approach or 
policies. 

Ryan has said he did not 
speak to the president in the 
days after the Helsinki sum¬ 
mit. Moscow has portrayed 
its tensions with Washington 
as a result of Trump being 
hobbled by domesfic po¬ 
litical disputes and a wide¬ 
spread “Russophobia” per¬ 
petrated by holdovers from 
fhe Obama years - echo¬ 
ing Trump’s penchant to 
blame his predecessor for 
many problems.^ 


Mueller plans to call 35 witnesses in Manafort trial 



In this March 8, 2018, file photo, Paul Manafort, left. President 
Donald Trump’s former campaign chairman, walks with this wife 
Kathleen Manafort, as they arrive at the Alexandria Federal 
Courthouse in Alexandria, Va. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler's office said Friday it 
plans to call 35 witnesses in 
the upcoming trial of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s for¬ 
mer campaign chairman. 
The witnesses in the finan¬ 
cial crimes case of Paul 
Manafort include former 
accounfants, assistants 
and even friends. Among 
them is Rick Gates, a for¬ 
mer Manaforf deputy who 
pleaded guilty in Mueller's 
investigation earlier this 


year and agreed to coop¬ 
erate with investigators. 
Prosecutors on Mueller's 
team filed the witness list Fri¬ 
day in federal court in Alex¬ 
andria, Virginia. Manafort's 
trial begins there Tuesday 
with jury selection. 
Manafort is accused of 
routing millions of dollars in 
proceeds from Ukrainian 
political consulting work 
into offshore accounts and 
using the money to fund 
a lavish lifestyle. Other wit¬ 
nesses include Tad Devine, 


a political consultant and 
strategist on Bernie Sand¬ 
ers’ campaign — but also 
a participant in Manafort's 
Ukrainian political work, 
helping refurbish the im¬ 
age of Ukraine’s disgraced 
former president Viktor Ya¬ 
nukovych. Prosecutors also 
plan to call Philip Ayliff, a 
longtime personal accoun¬ 
tant for Manafort, and 
Wayne Holland, a real es¬ 
tate agent in Northern Vir¬ 
ginia and a personal friend 
of Manaforf. □ 
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Pressure mounting, former Trump ‘fixer’ turns aggressive 



In this Sept. 19, 2017, file photo, Michael Cohen arrives on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE, MI¬ 
CHAEL R. SISAK and ERIC 
TUCKER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

hiring of a Washington in¬ 
sider to be a public attack 
dog. Tantalizing leaks to the 
media. Puzzling allegations 
of actions that could fell a 
president. Talk of more to 
come. 

What is Michael Cohen up 
to? 

President Donald Trump's 
ex-lawyer has largely 
stayed out of the spotlight 
in the months since fed¬ 
eral agents raided his of¬ 
fice and hotel room and 
seized scores of records 
about his work for Trump. 
But this week, he has taken 
a sharply more aggressive 
and public turn, seem¬ 
ing to wage open warfare 
with the White House while 
weighing whether to co¬ 
operate with investigators. 
The moves suggest Cohen 
is looking for a way out of 
looming trouble. But his be¬ 
havior doesn't quite line up 
with a clear strategy, legal 
experts say. And if his sig¬ 
nals are aimed at Trump, 
they’ve largely served to 
infuriate the president. 
Three days after Cohen’s 
new lawyer, Lanny Davis, 
released a tape of Cohen 
and Trump talking about 
paying for Playboy model 
Karen McDougal’s silence, 
the relationship splintered 
further Friday. That was after 
a CNN report that Cohen 
was willing to tell special 
counsel Robert Mueller that 
Trump knew in advance of 
a 2016 meeting at Trump 
Tower in which the Republi¬ 
can candidate’s eldest son 
sought damaging informa¬ 
tion from a Russian lawyer 
about Hillary Clinton. 

Trump on Friday vehement¬ 
ly repeated his denial that 
he knew about the meet¬ 
ing, which is at the center 


of Mueller’s probe, tweet¬ 
ing “NO,” he “did NOT 
know of the meeting with 
my son, Don jr.” 

CNN cited anonymous 
sources saying Cohen was 
willing to share his informa¬ 
tion with Mueller, who is 
investigating possible col¬ 
lusion between Trump's 
campaign and Russia. Co¬ 
hen does not have any evi¬ 
dence such as audiotapes 
verifying his claims, CNN’s 
sources said. 

Cohen’s camp has denied 
being the source of the 
CNN report, the basic sub¬ 
stance of which The Associ¬ 
ated Press independently 
confirmed. 

The specter of the poten¬ 
tially damaging informa¬ 
tion, which would run coun¬ 
ter to months of denials and 
point toward a willingness 
to collude with a foreign 
power by Trump himself, 
again raised the possibility 
of what Cohen could de¬ 
liver to prosecutors if he de¬ 
cides to cooperate. 

Cohen has not yet decid¬ 
ed to work with the federal 
prosecutors from the South¬ 
ern District of New York, 
according to two people 
familiar with his thinking but 
not authorized to discuss 
private conversations. 

The Justice Department 
has been investigating 
Cohen for months, raiding 
his home, office and ho¬ 
tel room in April in search 
of documents related to a 
$130,000 payment the at¬ 
torney facilitated before 
the 2016 election to Stormy 
Daniels, an adult-film ac¬ 
tress who says she had sex 
with Trump in 2006. If Co¬ 
hen, who specialized in 
making deals and making 
Trump's problems go away, 
were to cut a deal, he 
would do so with an eye to¬ 
ward eliminating or cutting 
his potential punishment. 

His lawyer, Davis, a Dem¬ 


ocrat once known as a 
fierce defender of Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton, would not 
comment on whether Co¬ 
hen was fishing for a deal. 
“My observation is that 
it was an evolution that 
caused him to decide 
once Donald Trump was 
president that he had to 
tell truth and change his 
life,” Davis told the AP. “He 
hit the reset button on his 
life and what he had done 
previously.” 

Those close to Cohen de¬ 
scribe the lawyer, who has 
been holed up in a Man¬ 
hattan hotel after a pipe 
burst in his apartment, as 
bewildered at the fast- 
moving events around him 
as he tries to look out for his 
family and make decisions 
about their future. Cohen 
has also been badly hurt 
by the president’s public 
anger and is determined to 
hit back, according to two 
people familiar with this 
thinking. 

There has been some spec¬ 
ulation that Cohen may be 
angling for a pardon from 
Trump, who has begun 
wielding — and discussing 
— the presidential power 
frequently of late. But a 
person close to Cohen 
downplayed the possibility. 
Most people in compara¬ 
ble legal peril would be en¬ 
couraged to stay out of the 
spotlight and communi¬ 
cate directly with prosecu¬ 
tors, not through the press, 
experts said. 

Robert Mintz, a former fed¬ 
eral prosecutor now in pri¬ 
vate practice, said Cohen 
“seems to be taking a page 
out of President Trump’s 
playbook by having his law¬ 
yers aggressively respond in 
the media to attacks on his 
credibility and reputation." 
It’s a “high stakes gambit" 
that could backfire if he's 
angling to become a co- 
operator, Mintz said. 


“Prosecutors prefer to strike 
cooperation deals quietly 
and in private because 
they want to save the im¬ 
pact of any valuable testi¬ 
mony and information that 
a cooperating witness can 
offer until trial,” he said. 
Moreover, should Cohen 
choose to cooperate with 
investigators, including 
Mueller, it’s not clear what 
information he has that 
they could not gather for 
themselves or have not al¬ 
ready learned on their own. 
The Mueller team has been 
at work for 14 months. De¬ 
fendants looking for lenient 
deals through their coop¬ 
eration usually have better 
luck if they come through 
the government’s door 
earlier in an investigation. 
Additionally, Cohen has 
made no public mention of 
Trump's knowledge of the 
Trump Tower meeting. If he 
mentioned the crucial de¬ 
tail to House investigators 
it was not included in their 
massive report on the mat¬ 
ter. 

That inconsistency was 
seized upon by Rudy Giu¬ 
liani, the president’s attor¬ 
ney. Giuliani, who called 
Cohen “an honest, honor¬ 
able lawyer” as recently as 


Associated Press 

May, has made a sport out 
of bashing Cohen in recent 
days. On Friday he called 
Cohen “an incredible liar 
who's got a tremendous 
motive to lie now because 
he's got nothing to give.” 
Cohen frequently record¬ 
ed his conversations, and 
prosecutors are believed 
to have dozens of them, 
including discussions with 
journalists, according to 
Davis. 

Trump has been seething 
at Cohen since the recent 
tape's release, raging to 
confidants that he could 
not believe he was being 
betrayed by someone he 
worked with for a decade, 
according to a person fa¬ 
miliar with the situation but 
not authorized to discuss 
private conversations. 

The president publicly aired 
his grievances with a Fri¬ 
day tweet about Cohen, 
though he did not name 
him: 

“Sounds to me like someone 
is trying to make up stories 
in order to get himself out 
of an unrelated jam (Taxi 
cabs maybe?). He even re¬ 
tained Bill and Crooked Hill¬ 
ary’s lawyer. Gee, I wonder 
if they helped him make 
the choice!”Q 
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Senators spar on access to Kavanaugh’s staff secretary work 



In this July 26, 2018, photo. Supreme Court nominee Judge Brett Kavanaugh meets with Sen. Jim 
Inhofe, R-Okla., on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than a decade after he 
served as what’s been 
called the president’s “in¬ 
box and outbox,” Brett Ka- 
vanaugh's role as White 
House staff secretary to 
President George W. Bush 
has become a flashpoint as 
Republicans push his con¬ 
firmation to the Supreme 
Court. 

Democrats want to see re¬ 
cords from the time, por¬ 
traying the potentially mil¬ 
lions of documents as vital 
to understanding his ap¬ 
proach to the law. Repub¬ 
licans disagree and have 
accused Democrats of us¬ 
ing the issue to try to delay 
Kavanaugh’s confirmation. 
The debate could interfere 
with Republicans’ goal of 
swiftly confirming President 
Donald Trump’s pick for the 
court in time for the start of 
the new term Oct. 1. With 
the Senate control slimly 
held by Republicans 51-49, 
Democrats can't block Ka- 
vanaugh's nomination out¬ 
right if Republicans hold to¬ 
gether. Instead, Democrats 
are trying to delay the pro¬ 
ceedings in hopes that time 
spent reviewing the judge’s 
record could unearth fresh 
concerns to sway senators’ 
opinions and upend voting. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R- 
lowa, the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee 
tasked with holding hear¬ 


ings on Kavanaugh’s nomi¬ 
nation, said this week that 
Democrats' “bloated de¬ 
mands are an obvious at¬ 
tempt to obstruct the con¬ 
firmation process.” And on 
Friday, after negotiations 
with Democrats failed to 
produce a consensus on 
what documents should be 
sought ahead of a hearing 
on Kavanaugh’s nomina¬ 
tion, Grassley went ahead 
with a request to the Bush 
library for documents relat¬ 
ed to his work for the White 
House. The request seeks 
documents from Kava¬ 
naugh’s time in the White 
House Counsel’s office but 


not from his time as staff 
secretary. 

Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said Thursday that Kava¬ 
naugh himself has por¬ 
trayed his three years as 
Bush's staff secretary, from 
July 2003 to May 2006, as 
“the most interesting and, 
in many ways, among the 
most instructive” to his work 
as a federal appeals court 
judge. 

Schumer said if Kavana¬ 
ugh sees it that way, “why 
shouldn't the American 
people see what instructed 
him?” 

For his part, Schumer on 


Associated Press 

Friday released a letter to 
former president Bush call¬ 
ing on him to authorize the 
release of “the complete 
record of Judge Kavana¬ 
ugh’s service in the White 
House.” And Sen. 

Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
Democrats’ leader on the 
Judiciary Committee, said 
her own request for the 
staff secretary documents 
was being blocked by the 
National Archives. 

As staff secretary, Kavana¬ 
ugh was the person who 
controlled the flow of docu¬ 
ments to and from the pres¬ 
ident, including ensuring 
relevant people weighed 


in and channeling the 
president's questions and 
comments on that material 
to the right people. He was 
also a key part of the presi¬ 
dent’s speechwriting pro¬ 
cess, helped put together 
legislation and worked on 
drafting and revising ex¬ 
ecutive orders, he has said. 
He also traveled with the 
president, at points sitting in 
on meetings between the 
president and foreign lead¬ 
ers. 

While Kavanaugh was 
staff secretary. Bush made 
a range of controversial 
decisions, including sign¬ 
ing into law a partial-birth 
abortion ban and backing 
a constitutional amend¬ 
ment banning gay mar¬ 
riage. Democrats say that 
time is relevant to Kavana- 
ugh's views and philosophy 
as a judge. 

But Republicans argue the 
staff secretary documents 
aren’t useful because Ka¬ 
vanaugh’s job wasn't to 
provide his own advice 
but to ensure others' views 
were presented to the pres¬ 
ident. They say the papers 
contain the most sensitive 
White House documents, 
advice sent directly to the 
president. 

And they say the up-to-1 
million pages of records 
they do expect to release 
will be the largest number 
of documents produced 
in connection with a Su¬ 
preme Court nominationO 


Former New York Assembly Speaker gets 7 years in prison 



Former New York Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, enter, 
leaves federal court in New York after his sentencing, Friday, 
July 27, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sheldon 
Silver, a former New York 
Assembly speaker who 
brokered legislative deals 
for two decades before 
criminal charges abruptly 
ended his career, was 
sentenced Friday to seven 
years in prison by a judge 
who said political corrup¬ 
tion in the state must end. 
The punishment, an¬ 
nounced by U.S. District 
Judge Valerie E. Caproni, 
amounts to five fewer 
years in prison than she 
gave him after he was ini¬ 
tially convicted in the case 


in 2015. She noted that the 
conviction of the 74-year- 
old Democrat came in a 
year in which Joseph Per- 
coco, a once-close aide 
to Democratic Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo, and former 
New York State Senate 
leader Dean Skelos, a Re¬ 
publican, also were con¬ 
victed at corruption trials. 
Until 2015, Cuomo, Silver 
and Skelos made up what 
was known in Albany as 
“three men in a room" 
who every year negotiat¬ 
ed the state budget and 
important legislation be¬ 
hind closed doors. 

The judge said the trials 


meant that “corruption 
cases have touched either 
directly or indirectly all of 
the infamous ‘three men 
in a room.”' “This has to 
stop," Caproni said. “New 
York has to get its act to¬ 
gether.” Before announc¬ 
ing the prison term and a 
$1.75 million fine, Caproni 
said Silver seemed to have 
aged more than would 
be normal in the last three 
years while his case has 
proceeded. 

She said “further reflec¬ 
tion” led her to the con¬ 
clusion that the original 
sentence was longer than 
necessary. □ 
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Massachusetts 1st to repeal long-dormant ban on abortion 



Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker signs legislation repealing the state’s archaic anti-abortion laws, in Boston on Friday, July 27, 
2018. 

Associated Press 


By BOB SALSBERG 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Massachu¬ 
setts on Friday became the 
first state since President 
Donald Trump nominated 
Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. 
Supreme Court to abolish 
from its books an abortion 
ban that predates the 1973 
Roe v. Wade ruling. 

Gov. Charlie Baker, a Re¬ 
publican who supports 
abortion rights, signed a 
bill Friday that repeals the 
unenforced ban with roots 
dating to 1845, along with 
other archaic statutes that 
prohibited unmarried wom¬ 
en from using contracep¬ 
tives, and made adultery 
and fornication criminal of¬ 
fenses. 

Baker called the laws “an¬ 
tiquated, inappropriate,” 
and in some cases, harm¬ 
ful. 

“Here in Massachusetts, we 
will not compromise on a 
woman’s right to her own 
decisions," he said. 
Abortion rights proponents 
fear Kavanaugh, whose 
nomination to replace 
Anthony Kennedy on the 
high court is pending be¬ 
fore the U.S. Senate, could 
if confirmed tilt the court 
toward undoing abortion 
protections in place since 
Roe v. Wade, thereby po¬ 
tentially triggering old state 
laws that haven’t been en¬ 
forced in decades. 

“For years. Justice Ken¬ 
nedy has held together a 
delicate balance on the 
Supreme Court protect¬ 
ing access to abortion and 
the fundamental ability 
of women to control their 
lives," said Rebecca Hart 
Holder, executive direc¬ 
tor of NARAL Pro-Choice 


Massachusetts. “The law¬ 
suits necessary to overturn 
Roe are making their way 
through the courts right 
now.” 

Seventeen states already 
have laws that could be 
used to restrict the legal 
status of abortions if Roe 
was overturned or severely 
limited. Of those, Massa¬ 
chusetts was among 10 
states that still had pre- 
Roe abortion bans on the 
books, according to the 
Guttmacher Institute, a na¬ 
tional research group that 
supports abortion rights. 
Nine states have laws spe¬ 
cifically protecting abor¬ 
tion rights, the institute said. 


While not among the states 
listed as having pre-Roe v. 
Wade bans on the books, 
the Democratic governors 
of New York and Rhode Is¬ 
land have asked lawmak¬ 
ers in their states to vote on 
legislation codifying abor¬ 
tion rights in light of the po¬ 
tential shift in the Supreme 
Court. 

In Massachusetts, a 1981 
ruling by the state's high¬ 
est court protects access 
to abortion, leading some 
critics of the so-called NAS¬ 
TY bill — short for Negating 
Archaic Statutes Targeting 
Young Women — to ques¬ 
tion why the action was 
necessary. Backers said 


they didn’t want to take 
any chances. 

“With an uncertain future in 
terms of federal action on 
these issues, it's up to the 
states,” said House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo, a Democrat. 
Baker was among only 
three Republican gover¬ 
nors who did not sign on 
to a letter sent to Senate 
leaders earlier this week in 
support of Kavanaugh's 
nomination. 

Baker stopped short on Fri¬ 
day of saying he outright 
opposed Kavanaugh, say¬ 
ing he would hold off on 
that judgment at least until 
after the Senate holds hear¬ 
ings on the nominationO 
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LA judge appoints monitor to evaluate border facilities 



Maria holds her 4-year-old son Franco after he arrived at the 
El Paso International Airport Thursday, July 26, 2018 in El Paso, 
Texas. The two had been separated for over six weeks after 
entering the country. 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT, COLLEEN 
LONG and AMY TAXIN 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — A feder¬ 
al judge in Los Angeles said 
Friday that she will appoint 
an independent monitor 
to evaluate conditions for 
immigrant children in U.S 
border facilities in Texas fol¬ 
lowing a spate of reports 
of spoiled food, insufficient 
water and frigid conditions 
faced by the youngsters 
and their parents. 

Judge Dolly M. Gee said 
she reached her decision 
after seeing a “disconnect" 
between U.S. government 
monitors' assessment of 
conditions in facilities in Tex¬ 
as’ Rio Grande Valley and 
the accounts of more than 
200 immigrant children and 
their parents detailing nu¬ 
merous problems. 

“It seems like there continue 
to be persistent problems,” 
she said during a hearing in 
a longstanding settlement 
agreement case focusing 
on the care of children in 
government custody. “I 
need to appoint an inde¬ 
pendent monitor to give 
me an objective viewpoint 
about what is going on at 
the facilities.” 

Gee's decision came as 
the Trump administration 
worked to reunite families 
separated at the U.S.-Mex- 
ico border under a second, 
separate court mandate 
out of San Diego. Hundreds 
remained separated as 
the government worked to 


clean up the effects of its 
policy that prompted glob¬ 
al outrage and a presiden¬ 
tial order halting separa¬ 
tions. Peter Schey, an attor¬ 
ney who represents immi¬ 
grant children detained by 
the U.S government, said 
he hopes Gee’s decision 
will spur U.S border authori¬ 
ties to make improvements 
to other centers. 

He said in court that prob¬ 
lems have worsened with 
children now spending be¬ 
tween three and six days 
in U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection facilities, where 
they were previously held 
between one and three 
days. 

“We’ve seen an intensifi¬ 
cation with all the chaos 
the administration has 


Associated Press 

caused," Schey, who has 
long requested an inde¬ 
pendent monitor, said. 
Sarah Fabian, a Justice 
Department attorney, op¬ 
posed the appointment 
without having an oppor¬ 
tunity to respond to the 
accounts of children and 
parents collected by im¬ 
migrant advocates at fa¬ 
cilities in June and July. She 
said that border authorities, 
for example, provide water 
fountains and jugs in cells 
and that facility conditions 
must comply with agency 
policies. 

“We believe we haven’t 
had a chance for a full evi¬ 
dentiary hearing on this,” 
Fabian said. 

Both sides have until Aug. 
10 to agree on a proposed 


monitor. If they can’t, each 
will make suggestions to the 
judge and she will choose 
one. Earlier Friday, Home¬ 
land Security officials said 
they had reunified all eli¬ 
gible parents with children 
— but noted many others 
were not eligible because 
they had been released 
from immigration custody, 
are in their home countries 
or chose not to be reunited. 
More than 1,800 children 5 
years and older had been 
reunited with parents or 
sponsors as of Thursday. 
That included 1,442 chil¬ 
dren who were returned 
to parents who were in U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement custody, and 
another 378 who were re¬ 
leased under a variety of 
other circumstances. 

But about 700 more remain 
separated, including 431 
whose parents were de¬ 
ported, officials say. 

Those reunions take more 
time, effort and paperwork 
as authorities fly children 
back to Guatemala, El Sal¬ 
vador and Honduras. 
Updated figures were not 
made public, but new 
data was expected to be 
released at a Friday hear¬ 
ing in San Diego before the 
judge overseeing the reuni¬ 
fication process. 

“The administration will 
continue to make every 
effort to reunify eligible 
adults with their children,” 
a Homeland Security state¬ 
ment said. 


San Diego federal judge 
Dana Sabraw, who or¬ 
dered the reunifications, 
must decide how to ad¬ 
dress the hundreds of still- 
separated children whose 
parents have been deport¬ 
ed, as well as how much 
time, if any, reunified par¬ 
ents should be allowed to 
file asylum claims. 

He will also consider the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union request to give reuni¬ 
fied parents at least a week 
to consider if they wish to 
seek asylum. 

President Donald Trump 
ended the practice of tak¬ 
ing children from parents 
and Sabraw ordered the 
government to reunite all 
the families by Thursday, 
but said there would be 
some flexibility given the 
enormity of the effort. In 
most cases, the families are 
released and parents typi¬ 
cally get ankle-monitoring 
bracelets and court dates 
to appear before an immi¬ 
gration judge. 

Faith-based and other 
groups have provided 
meals, clothing, legal ad¬ 
vice, plane and bus tickets 
and even new shoe laces 
for both parents and chil¬ 
dren. 

One such group. Annunci¬ 
ation House in El Paso, has 
received over 320 fami¬ 
lies since July 17, many of 
them coming in for less 
than a day before they’re 
flown out to their intended 
destinations. □ 


Philadelphia to further limit cooperation with ICE 



Protesters camped outside City Hall march in the street after 
a decision about ICE was made, Friday July 27, 2018, in 
Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 

By CLAUDIA LAUER PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Phila- 

Associated Press delphia will stop giving U.S. 


Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement access to a 
real-time arrest database, 
saying the agency is mis¬ 
using the information to 
conduct sweeps in which 
otherwise law-abiding im¬ 
migrants are also being 
caught up. Federal officials 
said the decision puts U.S. 
citizens in danger. 

“We’re not going to provide 
them with information so 
they can go out and round 
people up,” Democratic 
Mayor Jim Kenney said Fri¬ 
day as he announced his 
decision to let a decade- 
old contract with ICE expire 
at the end of next month. 


Kenney said immigration 
officers are wrongly us¬ 
ing the database to go to 
homes and workplaces 
of people who list foreign 
countries of origin and ar¬ 
resting other people who 
are in the country illegally 
but are otherwise not ac¬ 
cused of any crimes. 

U.S. Homeland Security 
spokeswoman Katie Wald- 
man called the decision 
irresponsible and said the 
city will end up “harboring 
criminal aliens.” 
“Sanctuary-city policies 
make American commu¬ 
nities like Philadelphia less 
safe by putting the rights 


of criminal aliens over 
the safety and security of 
American citizens,” Wald- 
man said. “Despite the 
misguided action taken by 
Philadelphia today, DHS will 
continue to work to remove 
illegal aliens and uphold 
public safety.” 

Two of three stakeholders in 
the contract — the city, the 
district attorney and the 
city courts — had to vote 
to end it. 

District Attorney Larry Kras- 
ner had said this month 
he would oppose the 
contract's renewal, say¬ 
ing it promotes oppressive 
practicesO 
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‘Terrifying’ tornados of flame burn California city; 2 dead 



A Volkswagen Beetle scorched by a wildfire called the Carr Fire rests at a residence in Redding, 
Calif., Friday, July 27, 2018. 


By JONATHAN J. COOPER 
and BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press 
REDDING, Calif. (AP) — A 

wildfire that roared with lit¬ 
tle warning into a Northern 
California city claimed two 
lives as thousands of peo¬ 
ple scrambled to escape 
before the walls of flames 
descended from forested 
hills onto their neighbor¬ 
hoods, officials said Friday. 
Residents who gathered 
their belongings in haste 
described a chaotic and 
congested getaway as 
the embers blew up to a 
mile ahead of flames and 
the fire leaped across the 
wide Sacramento River 
and torched subdivisions 
in Redding, a city of 92,000 
about 100 miles south of 
the Oregon border. 

“I’ve never experienced 
something so terrifying in 
my life," said Liz Williams, 
who loaded up two kids 
in her car and then found 
herself locked in bumper- 
to-bumper traffic with 
neighbors trying to retreat 
from Lake Redding Estates. 
She eventually jumped the 
curb onto the sidewalk and 
“booked it.” 

“I didn’t know if the fire 
was just going to jump out 
behind a bush and grab 
me and suck me in," Wil¬ 
liams said. “I wanted out of 
here.” 

The blaze leveled at least 
125 homes, leaving neigh¬ 
borhoods smoldering and 
37,000 people under evac¬ 
uation orders. 

The flames moved so fast 
that firefighters working 
in oven-like temperatures 
and bone-dry conditions 
had to drop efforts to bat¬ 
tle the blaze at one point 
to help people escape. 

The fire, which created at 
least two flaming tornados 
that toppled trees, shook 
firefighting equipment and 
busted truck windows, took 


“down everything in its 
path,” said Scott McLean, 
a spokesman for Cal Fire, 
the state agency respon¬ 
sible for fighting wildfires. 
Fire officials warned that 
the blaze would probably 
burn deeper into urban 
areas before there was 
any hope of containing it, 
though it either changed 
direction or was stopped 
before it could burn into 
the core of the city. 

The fire was likely to regain 
strength later in the day 
when temperatures were 
forecast to spike around 
110 degrees (43 Celsius) 
and winds were expected 
to kick up. 

Redding sits at the north¬ 
ern end of the agricultural 
Central Valley, surrounded 
by a scenic landscape. 
Rivers channel abundant 
winter rainfall into massive 
reservoirs used for boat¬ 
ing and fishing. The area's 
stunning mountains, includ¬ 
ing snow-capped Mount 
Shasta, topping 14,000 feet 
(4,265 meters), are a play¬ 
ground for outdoor enthu¬ 
siasts. Lightning and even a 
lawn mower have sparked 
devastating fires in the for¬ 
ests that ring the peaks and 
lakes. The blaze that broke 
out Monday was caused 
by a mechanical issue in¬ 
volving a vehicle, officials 
said. The fire rapidly ex¬ 
panded Thursday when er¬ 
ratic flames swept through 
the historic Gold Rush town 
of Shasta and nearby Kes¬ 
wick, then cast the Sacra¬ 
mento River in an orange 
glow as they jumped the 
banks into Redding. 

Steve Hobson, a former fire¬ 
fighter, said flames on the 
distant hillside looked like 
solar flares on the sun. 

He had planned to stay 
behind to save his house 
on Lake Redding Drive. But 
the heat burned his skin, 
and smoke made it hard 


to breathe. He could feel 
the fire sucking the air from 
around him, whipping up 
swirling embers in a “fire tor¬ 
nado,” he said. 

He had to drive through 
walls of flaming embers 
on both sides of the street 
when he finally fled. A tree 
fell right in front of him. 

“I didn't know if I’d make it 
so I just got in the middle of 
the street, went down the 
middle of the street through 
the embers and the smoke 
and made it past,” Hobson 
said. 

When he returned Friday, 
his fence had burned along 
with a backyard shed and 
everything inside it — Christ¬ 
mas ornaments, china and 


old televisions. But his house 
made it through the har¬ 
rowing night. 

Others homes in the hap¬ 
hazard path of destruc¬ 
tion were not so lucky. 
Where some houses stood 
unscathed, single walls or 
chimneys were all that re¬ 
mained of others. Burned- 
out skeletons of pickup 
trucks and VW beetles sat 
on tireless rims in the ash. 

An Associated Press survey 
found 66 homes destroyed 
in Hobson's neighborhood 
and another 60 gone 
in Keswick Lake Estates. 
About 5,000 other buildings 
were threatened, fire offi¬ 
cials said. 

Redding fire inspector Jer- 


Associated Press 

emy Stoke was killed in the 
blaze, though no details 
were offered on what hap¬ 
pened to him. Another fire¬ 
fighter hired to try to con¬ 
tain the flames with a bull¬ 
dozer was killed Thursday, 
authorities said. 

Fire crews in Redding for a 
time abandoned any hope 
of containing the flames 
and instead focused on 
saving lives. 

“We're not fighting a fire,” 
said Jonathan Cox, bat¬ 
talion chief with Cal Fire. 
“We're trying to move peo¬ 
ple out of the path of it be¬ 
cause it is now deadly, and 
it is now moving at speeds 
and in ways we have not 
seen before in this area.”Q 
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Emails: Lawyer who met Trump Jr. tied to Russian officials 





April 22,2018, Russian lawyer Natalia Veselnitskaya listens during an interview with The Associated 

Associated Press 


By RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The Mos¬ 
cow lawyer said to have 
promised Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign dirt 
on his Democratic oppo¬ 
nent worked more closely 
with senior Russian govern¬ 
ment officials fhan she pre¬ 
viously lef on, according fo 
documents reviewed by 
The Associated Press. 

Scores of emails, transcripts 
and legal documents paint 
a portrait of Natalia Vesel¬ 
nitskaya as a well-connect¬ 
ed attorney who served as 
a ghostwriter for top Rus¬ 
sian government lawyers 
and received assistance 
from senior Interior Ministry 
personnel in a case involv¬ 
ing a key client. 

The data was obtained 
through Russian opposi¬ 
tion figure Mikhail Khodor¬ 
kovsky’s London-based in¬ 
vestigative unit, the Dossier 
Center , that is compiling 
profiles of Russians it accus¬ 
es of benefiting from cor¬ 
ruption. The AP was unable 
to reach Veselnitskaya for 
comment. Messages from 
a reporter sent to her phone 
were marked as “read” but 
were not returned. 
Veselnitskaya has been 
under scrutiny since it 
emerged last year that 
Trump’s eldest son, Donald 
Jr., met with her in June 
2016 after being told by an 
intermediary that she rep¬ 
resented the Russian gov¬ 
ernment and was offering 
Moscow’s help defeating 
rival presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton. 

Veselnitskaya has denied 
acting on behalf of Russian 
officialdom when she met 
with the Trump team, tell¬ 
ing Congress that she oper¬ 
ates “independently of any 
government bodies.” 

But the Dossier Center's 
documents suggest her ties 
to Russian authorities are 
close — and they pull the 
curtain back on her cam¬ 
paign to overturn the sanc¬ 
tions imposed by the U.S. 
on Russian officials. 

For example, the emails 
show that Veselnitskaya 
was mixed up in the Russian 
government’s attempt to 
extract financial informa¬ 
tion from the former law 



In this file photo taken on Sunday, 
Press in Moscow, Russia. 


firm of Bill Browder, the 
American-born British busi¬ 
nessman who was a long¬ 
time critic of the Kremlin. 

An Oct. 31, 2017, email 
shows Veselnitskaya's of¬ 
fice preparing a draft ver¬ 
sion of Russian Deputy 
General Prosecutor Mikhail 
Alexandrov’s affidavit to 
Cypriot authorities. “This is 
needed by tomorrow,” she 
wrote a subordinate. 

Two weeks later, a finalized 
version of the same docu¬ 
ment was sent by a Russian 
diplomatic staffer to a Cy¬ 
priot counterpart, the Dos¬ 
sier Center's files show. 
Browder, who has often 
clashed with Veselnitskaya 
in and out of court, said this 
reinforced the idea that 
she was enmeshed with 
Russian officialdom. 

“If her office is drafting re¬ 
plies for Russian-Cyprus law 
enforcement coopera¬ 
tion, in my opinion that ef¬ 
fectively shows that she’s 
an agent of the Russian 
government and not an 
independent lawyer as she 
claims,” he said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

In a written statement, the 
Russian Embassy in Cyprus 


called the AP’s question a 
“provocation” and said it 
had “no idea who is Natali¬ 
ya Veselnitskaya and what 
she sends or doesn’t send 
to the Cypriot Officials.” 
Alexandrov, reached at 
the prosecutor-general's 
office, refused to speak to 
the AP. 

Veselnitskaya appears to 
have gotten government 
support too. 

When Swiss officials arrived 
in Moscow on September 
2015 to interrogate Denis 
Katsyv, one of her key cli¬ 
ents, they were met not just 
by Veselnitskaya but by Lt. 
Col. A. V. Ranchenkov, a 
senior Interior Ministry offi¬ 
cial previously known for his 
role investigating the Rus¬ 
sian punk band Pussy Riot. 
Ranchenkov devoted a 
chunk of the interview to 
questions about the legal¬ 
ity of Browder’s actions, ac¬ 
cording to a transcript of 
the interrogation reviewed 
by AP. 

The Russian Interior Ministry 
did not return messages 
seeking comment. 

The emails also show how 
Veselnitskaya tried to ex¬ 
tend her influence to the 


United States, where she 
was working to overturn the 
Magnitsky Act, a sanctions 
law that was championed 
by Browder after his lawyer, 
Sergei Magnitsky, died un¬ 
der suspicious circumstanc¬ 
es in a Russian prison. 
Moscow responded to the 
sanctions with a ban on 
U.S. adoptions of Russian or¬ 
phans. That prompted lob¬ 
byists to court groups such 
as Families for Russian and 
Ukrainian Adoption Includ¬ 
ing Neighboring Countries , 
or FRUA, a charity that sup¬ 
ports families who adopt 
children from former Soviet 
bloc nations. The idea was 
to use the issue of adop¬ 
tions to help them reverse 
the sanctions. 

Jan Wondra, FRUA’s chair¬ 
man, said she attended a 
meeting in Washington on 
June 8,2016 with a group of 
people that included Rinat 
Akhmetshin, a Russian- 
American lobbyist who was 
working with Veselnitskaya 
to overturn the sanctions. 
The group told her there 
was evidence that the 
Magnitsky Act was pro¬ 
pelled by bogus claims 
spread by Browder, Won¬ 


dra said. It promised that 
the revelation could lead 
to the overturning of the 
Russian adoption ban. 
Wondra told the AP she 
was suspicious and feared 
that the lobbyists wanted 
FRUA's endorsement for 
their own purposes. 

‘My antennae were out. I 
looked at this as an attempt 
to put public pressure on 
Congress to rescind all or a 
part of the Magnitsky Act,” 
she said, emphasizing that 
she spoke only for herself, 
not her organization. “The 
conclusion I drew was that 
FRUA should not partici¬ 
pate. And we didn't.” 
Akhmetshin, who would 
join Veselnitskaya at the 
Trump Tower meeting the 
next day, declined com¬ 
ment. The emails obtained 
by AP leave some unan¬ 
swered questions. 

In particular, the Dos¬ 
sier Center’s investigation 
turned up almost no mes¬ 
sages about the Trump Tow¬ 
er meeting itself. The group 
said it received only a few 
messages dealing with the 
media queries when the 
meeting became public in 
mid-2017.Q 
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Syrians celebrate retaking town near Israel-occupied Golan 



Syrian soldiers arrive to Syria’s Quneitra border crossing between Syria and the Israeli-controlled 
Golan Heights, Thursday, July 26, 2018. 


By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 
QUNEITRA, Syria (AP) — Syr¬ 
ian officials on Friday cel¬ 
ebrated the recapture of 
this symbolic southern town 
near the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights, raising a flag 
and playing the national 
anthem to mark the victory 
over the armed groups that 
controlled it for more than 
four years. 

A picture of President 
Bashar Assad was hoisted 
on a partially destroyed 
monument in central Qu¬ 
neitra, where his father had 
raised the Syrian flag after 
Israel withdrew more than 
four decades ago. 

Friday’s ceremony was at¬ 
tended by hundreds of 
flag-waving residents from 
nearby villages, who sang 
the anthem, danced and 
cheered the Syrian army 
and affiliated militias. 
Quneitra was abandoned 
after Israel destroyed it as 
it withdrew in 1974 follow¬ 
ing the Mideast war, al¬ 
though Israel continued to 
occupy the adjacent Go¬ 
lan Heights, seized in 1967. 
A cease-fire and a disen¬ 
gagement agreement 
have largely held along the 
demarcation lines for four 
decades. 

During Syria’s civil war, 
armed groups captured 
the town and large parts of 
southwestern Syria, forcing 
a U.N. peacekeeping force 
there to evacuate. 

The celebrations in Qunei¬ 
tra took place as Syrian 
soldiers finalized their de¬ 
ployment to restore their 
positions along the demar¬ 
cation line for the first time 
since 2014. 

The soldiers also deployed 


to a crossing that connects 
Quneitra to the Golan. 
Even though the countries 
are at war, families from 
the local Druze community 
divided by the demarca¬ 
tion line use the crossing 
to exchange visits. Farmers 
also sent their apples over 
the frontier. 

A field commander, speak¬ 
ing on condition of ano¬ 
nymity in line with regu¬ 
lations, said it was only a 
matter of time before the 
U.N. peacekeeping force 
is redeployed and civilians 
can once again use the 
crossing. 

With Syrian forces regain¬ 
ing control of the town and 
crossing, only a handful of 
villages in Quneitra prov¬ 
ince remain outside of gov¬ 
ernment control, said the 
Syrian Observatory for Hu¬ 
man Rights, a Britain-based 
monitoring group. 


The Syrian government had 
left the destruction in Qu¬ 
neitra as a reminder of the 
war with Israel. 

Signs of the latest conflict 
also can be seen. On the 
drive to Quneitra, reporters 
crossed a large sand bar¬ 
rier, apparently erected 
by the armed opposition 
to separate the areas they 
controlled. Just past it, a 
fresh layer of dirt filled what 
appeared to be a large 
trench dug by the insur¬ 
gents for fortification. 

A village a few kilometers 
from Quneitra also was de¬ 
stroyed, apparently in re¬ 
cent fighting. 

The government offensive 
in southwestern Syria be¬ 
gan June 19. Since then, 
pro-government forces 
seized most of the areas in 
Daraa and Quneitra prov¬ 
inces along the border with 
Jordan and the Golan. 


Associated Press 

They now are battling rem¬ 
nants of the Islamic State 
group, which continues to 
hold territory at the south¬ 
ern tip of the region. 

The U.N. said the fight¬ 
ing has displaced 182,600 
people who are currently in 
need of humanitarian assis¬ 
tance, including in Sweida, 
the province adjacent to 
Daraa and Quneitra. Ini¬ 
tially around 300,000 were 
estimated to have fled their 
homes, but many have re¬ 
turned after fighting subsid¬ 
ed in some areas and sur¬ 
render deals were reached 
with armed opposition in 
others. 

Before the fighting, some 
55,000 people had lived in 
the area now controlled 
by an IS-affiliated group. 
But several thousand have 
managed to flee and it 
is not clear how many re¬ 
main, the U.N. said, raising 


concerns that the group 
may be restricting the 
movement of others still liv¬ 
ing under its grip. 

U.N. humanitarian chief 
Mark Lowcock told the 
Security Council that hu¬ 
manitarian aid needs to be 
urgently scaled up across 
the southwest, particularly 
in Quneitra. “An estimated 
110,000 newly displaced 
people remain in Quneitra 
governorate, in areas that 
have largely been cut off 
from sustained humanitar¬ 
ian assistance,” Lowcock 
said. Back in Quneitra, Mar- 
wan Ahmed Abdullah, a 
49-year-old Syrian whose 
four sons fought in the war, 
including one who was 
killed said he came to “cel¬ 
ebrate victory." 

“We'll sacrifice our souls for 
Syria. What matters is for 
peace and security to re¬ 
turn to Syria like before.” 
Mohammed Khaba, 50, 
said he came from the vil¬ 
lage of Khan Arnabah to 
celebrate the victory. 

“It is a source of pride for 
every Syrian. It is proof that 
we are able to expunge 
terrorism from all over the 
country," he said. The Syr¬ 
ian government considers 
all opposition fighters to 
be terrorists. Originally from 
the Golan Heights, Ayoub 
has been living in Damas¬ 
cus since his family was dis¬ 
placed by the war with Isra¬ 
el. He repeatedly returned 
to the area, which is home 
to Circassians as well as the 
minority Druze community, 
until rebels seized it. 

“I am ecstatic to raise 
the flag, and God willing, 
through Quneitra, we’ll re¬ 
gain all occupied lands. I 
am certain. ”□ 
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Vatican meets #MeToo: Nuns denounce priests who abused them 



By NICOLE WINFIELD 
RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — 

Revelations that a promi¬ 
nent U.S. cardinal sexually 
abused and harassed his 
adult seminarians have ex¬ 
posed an egregious abuse 
of power that has shocked 
Catholics on both sides of 
the Atlantic. But the Vati¬ 
can has long been aware 
of its heterosexual equiva¬ 
lent — the sexual abuse of 
nuns by priests and bishops 
— and done little to stop it, 
an Associated Press analy¬ 
sis has found. 

An examination by the AP 
shows that cases of abused 
nuns have emerged in Eu¬ 
rope, Africa, South America 
and Asia, demonstrating 
that the problem is global 
and pervasive, thanks to 
the sisters' second-class sta¬ 
tus in the church and their 
ingrained subservience to 
the men who run it. 

Yet some nuns are now 
finding their voices, buoyed 
by the #MeToo movement 
and the growing recogni¬ 
tion that even adults can 
be victims of sexual abuse 


when there is an imbalance 
of power in a relationship. 
The sisters are going public 
in part to denounce years 
of inaction by church lead¬ 
ers, even after major stud¬ 
ies on the problem in Africa 
were reported to the Vati¬ 
can in the 1990s. 

"It opened a great wound 
inside of me," one nun 
told the AP. "I pretended it 
didn't happen." 

Wearing a full religious hab¬ 
it and clutching her rosary, 
the woman broke nearly 
two decades of silence to 
tell AP about the moment 
in 2000 when the priest to 
whom she was confessing 
her sins forced himself on 
her, mid-sacrament. 

The assault — and a sub¬ 
sequent advance by a 
different priest a year later 
— led her to stop going to 
confession with any priest 
other than her spiritual fa¬ 
ther, who lives in a different 
country. 

The extent of the abuse of 
nuns is unclear, at least out¬ 
side the Vatican. However, 
this week, about half a doz¬ 
en sisters in a small religious 
congregation in Chile went 


public on national televi¬ 
sion with their stories of 
abuse by priests and other 
nuns — and how their supe¬ 
riors did nothing to stop it. 

A nun in India recently 
filed a formal police com¬ 
plaint accusing a bishop 
of rape, something that 
would have been unthink¬ 
able even a year ago. And 
cases in Africa have come 
up periodically; in 2013, 
for example, a well-known 
priest in Uganda wrote a 
letter to his superiors that 
mentioned "priests romanti¬ 
cally involved with religious 
sisters" — for which he was 
promptly suspended from 
the church until he apolo¬ 
gized in May. 

"I am so sad that it took so 
long for this to come into 
the open, because there 
were reports long ago," Kar- 
lijn Demasure, one of the 
church's leading experts 
on clergy sexual abuse and 
abuse of power, told AP in 
an interview. 

The Vatican declined to 
comment on what mea¬ 
sures, if any, it has taken 
to assess the scope of the 
problem globally, or to 


punish offenders and care 
for victims. A Vatican of¬ 
ficial said it is up to local 
church leaders to sanction 
priests who sexually abuse 
sisters. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he wasn't authorized 
to speak on the issue, said 
the church has focused 
much of its attention on 
protecting children, but 
that vulnerable adults "de¬ 
serve the same protection." 
"Consecrated women 
have to be encouraged 
to speak up when they are 
molested," the official told 
AP. "Bishops have to be 
encouraged to take them 
seriously, and make sure 
the priests are punished if 
guilty." 

But being taken seriously is 
often the toughest obsta¬ 
cle for sisters who are sexu¬ 
ally abused, said Dema¬ 
sure, until recently execu¬ 
tive director of the church's 
Center for Child Protection 
at the Pontifical Grego¬ 
rian University, the church's 
leading think tank on the is¬ 
sue. 

"They (the priests) can al¬ 


ways say 'she wanted it,"' 
Demasure said. 

Demasure said many 
priests in Africa, for exam¬ 
ple, struggle with tradition¬ 
al and cultural beliefs in the 
importance of having chil¬ 
dren. Novices are particu¬ 
larly vulnerable because 
they often need a letter 
from their parish priest to 
be accepted into certain 
religious congregations. 
"And sometimes they have 
to pay for that," she said. 
And when these women 
become pregnant? 

"Mainly, she has an abor¬ 
tion. Even more than once. 
And he pays for that. A re¬ 
ligious sister has no money. 
A priest, yes," she said. 
There can also be a price 
for blowing the whistle. 

In 2013, the Rev. Antho¬ 
ny Musaala in Kampala, 
Uganda, wrote a letter to 
members of the local Cath¬ 
olic establishment about 
"numerous cases" of al¬ 
leged sex liaisons of priests, 
including with nuns. He was 
suspended until he issued 
an apology in May, even 
though Ugandan newspa¬ 
pers regularly report cases 
of priests caught in sex es¬ 
capades. 

Archbishop John Bap¬ 
tist Odama, leader of the 
Ugandan conference of 
bishops, told the AP that al¬ 
legations against individual 
priests should not be used 
to smear the whole church. 
"Individual cases must be 
treated as individual cas¬ 
es," he said. 

The reports in the 1990s 
were prepared by mem¬ 
bers of religious orders 
for top church officials. In 
1994, the late Sr. Maura 
O'Donohue wrote about a 
six-year, 23-nation survey, 
in which she learned of 29 
nuns who had been im¬ 
pregnated in a single con¬ 
gregation. 

Nuns, she reported, were 
considered "safe" sexual 
partners for priests fear¬ 
ing infection with HIV from 
prostitutes or other women. 
The reports were never 
meant to be made pub¬ 
lic, but the U.S. National 
Catholic Reporter put them 
online in 2001. To date, the 
Vatican hasn't said what, 
if anything, it ever did with 
the information. □ 
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World's oldest person, a Japanese woman, dies at 117 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
TOKYO (AP) — A newly re¬ 
leased memo by a wartime 
Japanese official provides 
what a historian says is the 
first look at the thinking of 
Emperor Hirohito and Prime 
Minister Hideki Tojo on the 
eve of the Japanese at¬ 
tack on Pearl Harbor that 
thrust the U.S. into World 
Warll. 

While far from conclusive, 
the five-page document 
lends credence to the view 
that Hirohito bears at least 
some responsibility for start¬ 
ing the war. 

At 8:30 p.m. in Tokyo, just 
hours before the attack, 
Tojo summoned two top 
aides for a countdown to 
war briefing. One of them, 
Vice Interior Minister Michio 
Yuzawa, wrote an account 
three hours after the meet¬ 
ing was over. 

"The emperor seemed at 
ease and unshakable once 
he had made a decision," 
he quoted Tojo as saying. 
To what extent Hirohito was 
responsible for the war is 
a sensitive topic in Japan, 
and the bookseller who dis¬ 
covered the memo kept 
it under wraps for nearly a 
decade before releasing it 
to Japan's Yomiuri newspa¬ 
per, which published it ear¬ 
lier this week. Hirohito was 
protected from indictment 
in the Tokyo war crimes tri¬ 
als during a U.S. occupa¬ 
tion that wanted to use 
him as a symbol to rebuild 
Japan as a democratic na¬ 
tion. Hirohito died in 1989 
at age 87 after 62 years on 
the throne. 

"It took me nine years to 
come forward, as I was 
afraid of a backlash," said 
bookshop owner Takeo 
Hatano, who handled the 
document carefully as he 
showed it to Associated 
Press journalists. "But now 
I hope the memo would 
help us figure out what re¬ 
ally happened during the 
war, in which 3.1 million 
people were killed." 
Takahisa Furukawa, a Nihon 
University expert on war¬ 
time history who has con¬ 
firmed the authenticity of 
the memo, called it the first 
detailed portrayal of Tojo 
and Hirohito just before the 
attack. Palace documents 
have confirmed Hirohito's 



In this July 26 , 2018, photo, Takeo Hatano, a used bookstore owner, shows the five-page "Yuzawa 
memo," written by Michio Yuzawa, interior vice minister in 1941, in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


daytime meeting with Tojo 
on Dec. 7, 1941, but with¬ 
out elaborating. 

The memo supports the 
view that Hirohito was not 
as concerned about wag¬ 
ing war on the U.S. as was 
once portrayed, Furukawa 
said. The emperor had en¬ 
dorsed the government's 
decision to scrap diplomat¬ 
ic options at a Dec. 1 meet¬ 
ing, and his unchanged 
position the day before the 
attack reassured Tojo. 
Yuzawa's account portrays 
Tojo as upbeat and feel¬ 
ing a sense of accomplish¬ 
ment after all the required 


administrative steps for 
war had been taken and, 
most importantly, Hirohito 
had given him the final nod 
without asking any ques¬ 
tions. 

"If His Majesty had any re¬ 
gret over negotiations with 
Britain and the U.S., he 
would have looked some¬ 
what grim. There was no 
such indication, which must 
be a result of his determina¬ 
tion," Tojo is quoted as say¬ 
ing in the memo. "I'm com¬ 
pletely relieved. Given the 
current conditions, I could 
say we have practically 
won already." 


His optimism was mis¬ 
placed. The Pearl Har¬ 
bor attack killed nearly 
2,400 U.S. servicemen and 
caused major damage to 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet. With¬ 
in months, however, the 
tide was turning. Tojo was 
blamed for prolonging the 
war after it was clearly lost, 
leading to the U.S. atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in August 1945. 
He was later executed as 
Class-A war criminal. 

Tojo, whose administrative 
skills and loyalty had won 
Hirohito's trust, was made 
prime minister just two 


months before the Pearl 
Harbor attack and served 
in the post for most of World 
Warll. 

Furukawa said Tojo's re¬ 
marks in the memo about 
his relief at completing the 
preparations for war sup¬ 
port evaluations of him as 
a good bureaucrat but not 
a visionary leader. More 
decisive leadership might 
have ended the war ear¬ 
lier, he said. 

"Tojo is a bureaucrat who 
was incapable of mak¬ 
ing own decisions, so he 
turned to the emperor as 
his supervisor. That's why he 
had to report everything for 
the emperor to decide. If 
the emperor didn't say no, 
then he would proceed," 
Furukawa said. "Clearly, the 
memo shows the absence 
of political leadership in Ja¬ 
pan." 

Yuzawa wrote in the memo 
that he was "moved and 
honored to get involved 
in war preparations at the 
time of a crucial event 
that would determine the 
fate of the Imperial state." 
He was later promoted to 
interior minister but turned 
critical of Tojo's leadership 
and was dismissed from the 
Cabinet over a policy dif¬ 
ference. 

"He is a man of passion and 
loyalty," Yuzawa wrote of 
Tojo in a notebook he kept. 
"But he is so narrow-minded 
and he has no philosophy 
as a political leader.'Q 


World's oldest person, a Japanese woman, dies at 117 


Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — The world’s 
oldest person, a 117-year- 
old Japanese woman, has 
died. 

Chiyo Miyako died Sunday. 
Her death was confirmed 
Friday by Kanagawa pre¬ 
fecture, her home state 
south of Tokyo. 

Miyako, born on May 2, 
1901, became the world's 
oldest person in April af¬ 
ter Nabi Tajima from Kikai 
island in southern Japan 
died at the age of 117. 
Miyako's family called her 
"the goddess" and remem¬ 
bered her as a chatty per¬ 
son who was patient and 
kind to others, according 


to Guinness World Records, 
which had certified her 
title. Miyako enjoyed callig¬ 
raphy, which she had prac¬ 
ticed until recently, and 
eating sushi and eel, Guin¬ 
ness said. Guinness said the 
successor to her world re¬ 
cord is yet to be confirmed. 
The new oldest person in 
Japan is a 115-year-old 
woman, Kane Tanaka of 
Fukuoka on the southern is¬ 
land of Kyushu, the Ministry 
of Health, Labor and Wel¬ 
fare said. 

The world's oldest man, Ma- 
sazo Nonaka on Japan's 
northern island of Hokkai¬ 
do, celebrated his 113rd 
birthday Wednesday.Q 


n I 



In this Jan. 2, 2018, photo provided by Goodtime Home 1, 
Kane Tanaka flashes a peace sign during her 115th birthday 
celebration at her nursing home in Fukuoka, southwestern 
Japan. 

Associated Press 
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Extraordinary drug dog worries Colombian cartel 



Drug dog Sombra, has helped detect more than 2,000 kilos of cocaine hidden in suitcases, boats 
and shipments of fruit, sits outside the police station in Bogota, Colombia. 

Associated Press 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— This is the story of a drug 
dog with a bounty on its 
head. 

Sombra, a six-year-old Ger¬ 
man shepherd, has helped 
Colombia's police detect 
more than 2,000 kilos of co¬ 
caine hidden in suitcases, 
boats and large shipments 
of fruit. 

But as the dog sniffs herway 
toward record cocaine in¬ 
terdictions, she has also be¬ 
come the latest target of 
Colombia's most powerful 
drug gang. 

Colombian police recent¬ 
ly revealed that the Gulf 
Clan, a cartel that boasts 
its own guerrilla army, has 
offered a reward of $7,000 
to whoever kills or captures 
the savvy hound. 

The threat prompted of¬ 
ficials to relocate Sombra 

— whose name in Span¬ 
ish means Shadow — from 
a busy port on Colombia's 
Caribbean coast to the 
capital city, where she now 
uses her extraordinary tal¬ 
ent to sniff through suspi¬ 
cious cargo at Bogota's El 
Dorado International Air¬ 
port. 

After her six hour shift is over, 
Sombra is transported in a 


van with tinted windows 
back to her kennel. She is 
usually accompanied by 
two armed guards. 

"We are responsible for her 
safety," said officer Jose 
Rojas, Sombra's 25-year-old 
handler. 

Sombra’s detective work 
is needed now more than 


ever as Colombia wrestles 
with soaring coca produc¬ 
tion that is testing tradi¬ 
tionally close relations with 
the United States. A recent 
White House report found 
the amount of land where 
peasants and drug traffick¬ 
ers harvest the plant used 
to make cocaine rose 11 


percent in 2017 to 209,000 
hectares (516,450 acres), 
despite $10 billion in U.S. 
counter-narcotics work. 
"President Trump's mes¬ 
sage to Colombia is clear: 
The record growth in co¬ 
caine production must be 
reversed," warned Jim Car- 
roll, deputy director for the 


drug policy office. 
President-elect Ivan Duque 
is promising a tougher ap¬ 
proach to speed up eradi¬ 
cation with strategies that 
could include aerial spray¬ 
ing and the use of drones. 
But even with advanced 
technology, experts say 
on-the-ground detective 
work like that performed by 
Sombra is critical. 

Some of Sombra's recent 
busts include uncovering 
over five tons of Gulf Clan 
cocaine destined for Eu¬ 
rope and concealed in 
crates of bananas. Officers 
also credit her incredible 
nose with more than 245 
drug-related arrests at two 
of Colombia's biggest inter¬ 
national airports. 

"Her sense of smell is far be¬ 
yond that of other dogs," 
Rojas said. 

Drug cartels like the Gulf 
Clan have taken note. 
After learning there was a 
price on Sombra's head, 
Colombia's national police 
director ordered her to be 
transferred to a new post 
earlier this year, accord¬ 
ing to local news reports. 
Investigators uncovered 
the threat against Sombra 
through an intercepted 
phone call.Q 


Brazil's Lula to revoke privatizations through referendums 



In this July 8, 2018 photo, supporter of former Brazilian President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva waves banner decorated with an image 
depicting da Silva and message that reads in Portuguese: "Free 
Lula," in Curitiba, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zil's jailed former President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
pledged on Friday to block 
or undo privatizations if he 
is returned to the office he 
held from 2003 to 2010. 

Da Silva will likely be barred 
from running for the presi¬ 
dency again by Brazil's 
electoral court, but his 
statements are seen as the 
program of his left-leaning 
Workers' Party ahead of 
October's elections. 

In an article published in 
the newspaper Correio 
Braziliense, da Silva said he 
would reverse the ongoing 
process to privatize state- 
run energy company Ele- 
trobras. He also criticized 
politicians who contend 
that oil giant Petrobras 
needs to be sold. 
Unpopular President Michel 


Temer has pushed forward 
with plans to sell Eletrobras 
and several members of 
his administration believe 
Petrobras should be priva¬ 
tized. 

Da Silva also criticized Te¬ 
rrier's decision to allow a 


joint venture that gives 
Boeing control of Brazilian 
plane-maker Embraer. The 
former president vowed to 
halt the move. 

Da Silva leads the polls 
despite his corruption and 
money laundering convic¬ 


tion. He can still appeal the 
decision, which he deems 
to be political persecution. 
"I have the historical obli¬ 
gation, no matter what my 
personal circumstances 
now, of conducting our 
country to a reencounter 
with democracy and sov¬ 
ereignty, with a clear com¬ 
mitment to revoke through 
a popular referendum ev¬ 
ery measure that damages 
our independence," da 
Silva wrote. 

Media in Brazil media have 
reported that former Sao 
Paulo Mayor Fernando 
Haddad is the Workers' 
Party favorite to replace 
da Silva as candidate if the 
former president is indeed 
barred. 

Brazil's October election will 
take place on Oct.7. 
Though a member of an¬ 
other party, left-leaning 
presidential hopeful Ciro 


Gomes is seen as a poten¬ 
tial heir to da Silva's votes 
and also made the same 
anti-privatization pledges a 
few weeks ago. 

In a letter to Boeing, Gomes 
said it is "a grave incon¬ 
venience" that Embraer is 
bought 100 days before 
Brazil's presidential elec¬ 
tions. 

Earlier this week, a state- 
run energy company in the 
state of Piaui was sold in 
what was considered the 
kick-off of the process to 
privatize Eletrobras. 
Members of the Temer ad¬ 
ministration say the mea¬ 
sure is necessary so Brazil 
can reduce its budget 
deficit and boost its private 
sector, while critics believe 
selling Eletrobras will give 
the country's waters away 
to foreign companies. Bra¬ 
zil's main energy source is 
hydroelectricity .□ 
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Big crowds for Aruba Symphony Festival 




ORANJESTAD - First time 
ever performing classical 
music on an outside podi¬ 
um under the Aruban stars 
and slightly in the ‘bushes’, 
seemed like big challenge 
for Aruba Symphony Festi¬ 
val’s fourth edition this year. 
But it was marvelous. 

We're talking about the 
Jam Session Wednesday 
night at Casibari Cafe. 
Jamming is not a classical 
music thing, as it’s more 
a jazzy thing as is played 
mostly at this venue. How¬ 


ever after last Wednesday 
it seemed like classical jam¬ 
ming was what the crowd 
was waiting for. It was a 
huge crowd with a lot of lo¬ 
cals enjoying good quality 
music. 

One of the big men behind 
this festival, Johnny Croes 
tells that from 21 July on the 
performances attract a lot 
of people. “It's going very 
well. The concert hall was 
full on the opening night. 
Yesterday also a big crowd 
at the Ritz-Carlton. Also a 


lot of tourists in the public of 
at least 250.” 

Besides the opening and 
closure performances, are 
the concerts for free. Al¬ 
though the organization 
appreciates to receive do¬ 
nations which they use for 
organizing next year’s fes¬ 
tival. “The public has been 
very generous till now”, 
says Croes. 

During the festival also a 
student competition took 
place. The students com¬ 


peted against each other 
playing different instru¬ 
ments, like the violin and 
chello. Croes tells that a 
thirteen old girl won ‘play¬ 
ing incredible on her violin'. 

Croes also enjoyed the jam 
session, although it was a 
challenge as the musicians 
are not used to play with 
amplifiers. Which were nec¬ 
essary this time as the per¬ 
formance was outside. Mu¬ 
sicians weren’t really jam¬ 
ming against each other, 
explains Croes. “It's more 
that we didn’t have a pro¬ 
gram, like normally when 
everything is set upfront." 

The musicians played from 
what people would per¬ 
ceive as classical till tradi¬ 
tional Colombian compo¬ 
sitions played by Orquesta 
de Camara Felix Morgan. 
They also performed on the 
Freewinds ship in the Latin 
American concert. “Clas¬ 
sical music is not that de¬ 
fined as people may think. 
It's not only Bach, Mozart, 
Chopin. And it's not only 
about the instrument be¬ 
cause you can play Bach 
on a steel pan also”, Croes 
concludes. 

Sunday July 29 is the Fi¬ 
nal Concert, all composi¬ 
tions from Mendelssohn. 
With Simon Gollo, the ar¬ 
tistic director of the Aruba 


Symphony Festival, waving 
the baton, the Aruba Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra will close 
the 2018 musical festivities 
with two works by Mendels¬ 
sohn: Violin Concerto in E 
minor op.64 and Sympho¬ 
ny No. 4 in A major op. 90. 
Mr. Kazuhiro Takagi will be 
the solo violinist. Mr. Takagi 
has served tenures as con- 
certmaster at the four dif¬ 
ferent orchestras in three 
different countries. He has 
performed as a soloist and 
chamber musician in Eu¬ 
rope, the United States as 
well as in his native Japan. 
Simon Gollo was born in 
Venezuela, but spent his 
formative years in Switzer¬ 
land and is a Swiss citizen. 
Mr. Gollo has been invited 
to perform and teach in 
China in October. This will 
be the 24th country where 
he will have performed 
as a musician! He was the 
founder of the extremely 
successful Nuevo Mundo 
Festival y Academia of Ma¬ 
racaibo that stopped func¬ 
tioning in 2012 because 
of the social conditions in 
Venezuela. His love 
for Aruba started in 2006 
when he gave a concert 
for the benefit of the Aruba 
Scholarship Foundation. His 
dream is now to see the 
Aruba Symphony Festival 
become the most impor¬ 
tant classical music festival 
of the Caribbean region.Q 












SATURDAY 28 JULY 


fl14 l LOCAL 


Overview Of Timeshare Industry In Aruba 




ORANJESTAD - In honor of 
the celebration of 40 years 
of Timeshare in Aruba, Aru¬ 
ba Timeshare Association 
(ATSA) created a report, 
with data that was collect¬ 
ed at the ending of the year 
2017, to give an overview 
of the timeshare industry on 
our island. The report was 
made with the collabora¬ 
tion of Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority (ATA), and prepared 
by the University of Aruba 
(UA). The following is the 
last of 6 articles resuming 
the research. 

The following points are 
recommendations towards 
the timeshare industry 
based upon the research 
of 2017 conducted by the 
University of Aruba, Aru¬ 
ba Timeshare Association 
(ATSA) and data collected 
by Aruba Tourism Authority 
(ATA). 

1. Work together with other 
providers in the hospitality 
and tourism sector to add 
value to the product time- 
share in Aruba due to the 
age of the timeshare indus¬ 
try in Aruba, it is a known 
industry but it is loosing it’s 
shine under the young visi¬ 
tors and also the older visi¬ 
tors. 

2. Focus on other locations 
for the timeshare owners, 
the percentage of time- 
share owners coming from 
the United States is really 
high (in a poll conducted 
by students, United States 


owners represent more 
then 79 % of the surveyed 
owners). 

3. Promote “lifestyle” and 
“experience-based” activi¬ 
ties for consumers that look 
for unique experiences dur¬ 
ing their vacation and who 
like to promote their own 
type of lifestyle. The ma¬ 
jority of timeshare owners 
have a high income and 
maybe would like to have 
a more luxurious experienc¬ 
es during their vacation. 

4. Prepare the product 
timeshare in such way that 
it satisfies the needs of the 


younger travelers, like for 
instance Milennials, and 
make use of social media 
platforms, gaming plat¬ 
forms, group activities and 
promotions. 

5. Promote a tour/pack¬ 
age for cruise ship travelers 
when they disembark so 
they can get to know the 
product timeshare on Aru¬ 
ba in a more focused way. 

6. Develop products fo¬ 
cused on our younger cli¬ 
ents with higher income, 
since these clients are more 
likely to buy a timeshare 
and spend money while 


they are here. More young 
timeshares, more aquatic 
sports, more income, more 
luxurious food and drinks, 
exclusive shopping and 
gamble options. 

7. Create opportunities 
where value is shared, for 
example, associating with 
owners in the retail and 
hospitality and also other 
tourism entities to offer 
more exclusive packages. 

8. The older visitors are less 
satisfied and have less posi¬ 
tive perception about their 
experiences compared 
to the younger visitors. In¬ 
crease the amount of visi¬ 
tors by offering benefits for 
the ones returning to Aru¬ 
ba, punch cards, discounts 
in the area and market 
unique activities for the 
older visitors so they can 
be more satisfied and they 
can recommend these 
through “word-of-mouth". 

9. Increase the variety of 
things to do on our island, 
a great example of this is 
having visitors eat with lo¬ 
cals or connect them with 
local Aruban families. 

10. The female visitor will 
recommend Aruba much 
faster than the male visitor, 
yet male visitors are more 
likely to buy another time- 
share in comparison with 


the female visitors. 

11. Know the existing limits 
for growth in the unit quan¬ 
tities, try to encourage visi¬ 
tors to come in groups or 
offer discounts if they bring 
a friend along. 

In general, the Aruban 
timeshare industry is a 
great economic source for 
Aruba and contributes in 
different ways to the gener¬ 
al Aruban tourism product. 
There are many positive at¬ 
tributes for the timeshare in¬ 
dustry in Aruba and a posi¬ 
tive economic impact re¬ 
lating with many sectors in 
Aruba. Nevertheless there 
are some areas that need 
revitalizing while the time- 
share industry goes thru this 
new fase. By implement¬ 
ing various recommenda¬ 
tions like the ones named 
above and by promoting 
a change in mindset from 
“vacation ownership” to 
“timeshare" would help. 
Adding value to the gener¬ 
al experience of timeshare 
and creating unique expe¬ 
riences for the visitors would 
also help. Focusing on the 
younger generation where 
a little polish is needed so 
they will spend more and 
also bettering the satisfac¬ 
tion of the older visitors in 
combination with unique 
traditional Aruban experi¬ 
ences would be our best 
bet. □ 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 



Open daily 10nm to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


CASINO AND.SHOPS 583.5000 I tcsinaalhambra.com 
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Additional S50D Cosh Prize in our Monlhly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purciipse your cord before noon] 


Super 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1,000 in 
Cash Prizes 


Loyal and friendly visitor of the Island. 


PALM BEACH —Recently, 
Ms. Darline S. de Cuba had 
the great pleasure to honor 
a Loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba as Distinguished 
Visitor at their home away 
from home. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 


a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between 10-20-35 and 
more consecutive years. 

Eileen Allegro is a resident 
of Satellite Beach Florida 
and has been honored as 
Distinguished Visitor for re¬ 
turning to our island for 10 
consecutive years. 


Ms. Darline de Cuba of 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mr. Bob Cur¬ 
tis G.M. and members of 
Casa del Mar attended the 
ceremony and handed out 
some presents to the hon- 
orees and thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their 
home away from home for 




so many years. returning to Aruba is the 

lovely weather, the people 
Mrs. Eileen Allegro stated of Aruba and the marvel- 
that the main reasons for ous Eagle Beach. □ 
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E: Irousquin Blvd #47 


Free Shirt Sunday! 

rnrr ® 

Get a PR EC Alhambra T-Shirt 


playshqp 

eat© win 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - 


Guaranteed! • 


when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskrn-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinadlwmbra.com 

- - * '^V « * \Y, “ '' • 

__ ~ E m ^ ~ 


I Am MooMba 


PALM BEACH — "This 
is our last family vaca¬ 
tion with the five of us," 
say Paul, Carrie, Kath¬ 
ryn, Kelly and Lauren 
MacSweeney from 
Wrentham, Massachu¬ 
setts. 

It was also their first 
time on Aruba. The 
MacSweeney family 
discovered MooMba 
early in their stay. They 
loved the open-air set¬ 
ting, the beach, the 
fabulous sunsets and 
the friendly staffers, so 
they came back three 
times for dinner and 
four times for MooM- 
ba's Happy Hour. 
So with more than 
enough reason they 
are posing with the 'I 
am MooMba 1 banner. 

All the best to you, 
dear MacSweeney’s! 
And best wishes from 
everyone at MooMba. 

□ 
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Texas Rangers pitcher Cole 
Hamels smiles as he talks 
to teammates in the dug- 
out during the third inning of 
the team's baseball game 
against the Oakland Athletics 
on Thursday, July 26, 2018, in 
Arlington, Texas. 

Associated Press 

Cubs get 
LHP Cole 
Hamels in 
trade with 
Rangers 

By JAY COHEN 
CHICAGO (AP) — The Chi¬ 
cago Cubs are gambling 
a change of scenery and 
a pennant race will help 
Cole Hamels return to form. 
The Cubs acquired the vet¬ 
eran left-hander and cash 
from the Texas Rangers on 
Friday for right-hander Ed¬ 
die Butler, minor league 
pitcher Rollie Lacy and a 
player to be named. 
Hamels is in the midst of 
perhaps the worst year of 
his career, going 5-9 with 
a 4.72 ERA in 20 starts with 
last-place Texas. He is just 
1-3 with an 11.12 ERA in 
four starts in July. 

But the 34-year-old Hamels 
is an experienced playoff 
pitcher with a history of 
success at Wrigley Field. 
He was the NL Champion¬ 
ship Series and World Series 
MVP when Philadelphia 
won the title in 2008. 

Continued on Page 21 



Msi|ij)|kee& slugger! firon J.u.dae.s.uffers fractured wist 


New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after being hit by a pitch during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the 
Kansas City Royals on Thursday, July 26, 2018, in New York. The Yankees won 7-2. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Olympic champ Biles focused on future, not legacy in return 



In this Aug. 11,2016, file photo. United States' Simone Biles performs on the balance beam during 
the artistic gymnastics women's individual all-around final at the 201 6 Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By WILL GRAVES 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Simone Biles wasn't brag¬ 
ging. That's never really 
been her thing. Her tone 
was confident but not 
cocky. Sincere without the 
swagger. 

Yes, the defending Olympic 
champion — who returns 
to competition for the first 
time since the 2016 Games 
when she competes in the 
U.S. Classic on Saturday 
night — really does believe 
she's better now than she 
was when she stepped off 
the podium in Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro two years ago with 
a record-tying fourth gold 
medal around her neck. 
Asked on Friday how her 
gymnastics in 2018 stack 
up against the form she 
showed in Brazil — when 
Biles cemented her status 
as one of her sport's all- 
time greats with 10 days of 
breathtaking performanc¬ 
es that left her peers grasp¬ 
ing for superlatives — Biles 
didn't hesitate. She giggled 
a bit. But she didn't hesi¬ 
tate. 

"I would probably beat her, 
yeah," Biles said. 

And it only took eight 
months. 

Biles took a lengthy post- 
Olympic breather to enjoy 
the perks of her newfound 
fame. She did "Danc¬ 
ing With The Stars." She 
cut commercials. Made 
the talk show rounds. She 
moved into her own apart¬ 
ment. She found time for 
romance. 

Then last fall she headed 
back into the gym her fam¬ 
ily owns in suburban Hous¬ 


ton with no firm plans and 
no timetable other than 
to see what she and new 
coaches Laurent and Ce- 
cile Landi could cook up. 
At 21, she's taken more 
ownership of her routines. 
The weight of expecta¬ 
tions she carried during the 
buildup to Rio de Janeiro 
is gone. No matter what 
happens during the rest of 
her career, she will always 
have those five Olympic — 
oh, and 14 world champi¬ 
onship — medals. 

They aren't going any¬ 
where. Neither is she. Let 
her get one thing out of 
the way: She didn't have 
to come back. She wanted 
to. The difference isn't se¬ 
mantic. It's one of the rea¬ 
sons she believes her best 
gymnastics is still to come. 


"I feel like I have a stron¬ 
ger mindset and I'm not as 
nervous," Biles said. "Not for 
this particular competition. 
I still have a lot of nerves I 
need to get out in the train¬ 
ings that we have to come, 
but I feel like I'm in a bet¬ 
ter place. I trust my body 
more. I trust my gymnastics 
more. So overall I'm in a 
better place." 

Even if the organization she 
is returning to following her 
hiatus is not. 

While Biles returned to the 
United States to newfound 
stardom, USA Gymnas¬ 
tics returned to questions 
about how it handled com¬ 
plaints of sexual miscon¬ 
duct by member coaches 
raised by an Indianapolis 
Star investigation. The story 
mushroomed in the fall of 


2016, eventually leading 
to accusations that former 
Olympic team trainer Larry 
Nassar sexually abused 
gymnasts. 

Nassar, a longtime sports 
doctor at Michigan State 
who also volunteered as 
the team physician for USA 
Gymnastics, is serving de¬ 
cades in prison for child 
pornography and other 
crimes after hundreds of 
women said he sexually 
abused them under the 
guise of medical care. Biles 
revealed she was one of 
Nassar's victims in January. 
She has declined to get 
into specifics, preferring to 
move forward instead of 
looking back. Yet she also 
understands how having 
the Olympic champion on 
the competition floor can 


turn the spotlight — at least 
briefly — back to the sport 
itself and not the scandal. 

"I hope so because gym¬ 
nastics has been a big part 
of my life, the coaches' 
lives, the gymnasts' lives, 
everyone's lives out here," 
she said. "So I hope looking 
from the outside in they'll 
want to put their kids in 
gymnastics and find the 
love and joy that we have 
for it." 

A joy that Biles insists re¬ 
mains. The proof can be 
found in the way she's em¬ 
braced the chance not to 
reclaim what she once had 
but instead turned her fo¬ 
cus into pushing herself — 
and gymnastics — further. 
She's upped her difficulty 
on both bars and floor. 
She's likely going to ditch 
the Amanar as her primary 
vault for the Cheng, which 
offers the promise of a high¬ 
er score if done correctly. 
"That's amazing because 
usually, they're holding on 
to what they had and she's 
eclipsed that and doing 
far more," said Tom Forster, 
named the new high-per¬ 
formance coordinator for 
the national team earlier 
this month. "I've never seen 
that. I've never seen that 
before, so that's exciting. 
She's amazing." 

Biles has an opponent none 
of the other women in the 
field have to face: her leg¬ 
acy. She hasn't lost a meet 
in five years. Yet as great as 
she's felt in practice, even 
she's a little curious about 
how she'll respond when 
the lights come on and the 
scores countO 


Isner reaches Atlanta Open semifinals for 9th straight year 


ATLANTA (AP) — John Is¬ 
ner advanced to the BB&T 
Atlanta Open semifinals 
for the ninth straight year, 
beating Germany's Mischa 
Zverev 7-5, 4-6, 6-1 on Fri¬ 
day. 

"He is a tough player. I 
played well today. I need¬ 
ed to," Isner said. "It was a 
weird match. The balls were 
bouncing everywhere, it 
was tough to control. I was 
happy to get through in 
three sets." 

Seeking his fifth victory at 
Atlantic Station in the last 


six years, the top-seeded Is¬ 
ner set up a match against 
fourth-seeded Matthew 
Ebden of Australia. Ebden 
beat Marcos Baghdatis of 
Cyprus 6-3, 6-2. 

The 33-year-old Isner lost 
only two first-serve points 
against the seventh-seed¬ 
ed Zverev, won all but three 
of his service points in the 
third set and broke twice. 
Isner improved to 29-4 in 
the event, winning his sec¬ 
ond match after a 6-hour, 
36-minute loss — with a 26- 
25 fifth set — to Kevin An¬ 


derson in the Wimbledon 
semifinals. The 6-foot-10 for¬ 
mer University of Georgia 
star won the Miami Open 
in April for his 13th ATP Tour 
title. 

Isner is 7-1 in the semifinals, 
with the lone loss coming 
to Andy Roddick in 2012. Is- 
ner's only other losses in the 
event came in the finals, to 
Mardi Fish in 2010 and 2011 
and Nick Kyrgios in 2016. Is¬ 
ner won titles in 2013, 2014, 
2015 and 2017. 

The 30-year-old Ebden is 
chasing his first ATP World 


Tour title. He's 1-3 against 
Isner, winning in January in 
the Australian Open. 

"I am definitely playing bet¬ 
ter than I was in the begin¬ 
ning of the year. I was strug¬ 
gling a little bit," Isner said. 
"To his credit, he played 
much better than me that 
day in Australia. He had the 
home crowd on his side. It 
helps a lot. Now, I'm play¬ 
ing in my backyard and 
he beat me in his back¬ 
yard. Well see if I can turn 
the tide." They also met last 
year in the Hall of Fame 


Open final, with Isner win¬ 
ning in straight sets. 
Eighth-seeded Ryan Harri¬ 
son also advanced, beat¬ 
ing South Korea's Chung 
Hyeon 6-7 (3), 6-2, 7-6 (5). 
"This is exactly what the 
doctor ordered for me," 
Harrison said. "It was a little 
nervy from both of us there 
at the end." 

The runner-up last year, 
Harrison will face the win¬ 
ner of the night match be¬ 
tween the second-seeded 
Kyrgios of Australia and Brit¬ 
ain's Cameron Norrie. □ 
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On Basketball: Kawhi Leonard 
makes mistake skipping Vegas 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — This is a 
misstep for Kawhi Leonard. 
He should be in Las Vegas. 
The saga about his future is 
done and settled, at least 
for the next 12 months. 
He's with the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors. He got at least half of 
his wish fulfilled in that he's 
been traded out of San An¬ 
tonio, even if it wasn't to his 
preferred Los Angeles. So 
there's no reason to still be 
silent, no reason to hide, 
no reason to remain as a 
now-international man of 
mystery. 

Apparently, Leonard 

doesn't see it that way. 

He declined an invitation 
to be with USA Basketball 
this week for its two-prac¬ 
tice minicamp in Las Ve¬ 
gas, for reasons that only 
he truly knows. The semi¬ 
official story is that he's fo¬ 
cused on preparing for his 
move to Toronto. OK, fair 
enough. It’s a major event 
for anyone to pack up a 
home and move to a dif¬ 
ferent country. 

But that's not enough to 
keep him out of this camp. 
There are only three legiti¬ 
mate reasons why Leonard 
wouldn't be here. The first 
is that the leg injury that 
limited him to nine games 
last season has not healed 
sufficiently enough to al¬ 
low him to play, a notion 
that should frighten the 
Raptors. The second he's 
just scared, a notion that 
should frighten the Raptors. 
The third is he doesn't care, 
a notion that should also 
frighten the Raptors. 

He could have gotten a 
slew of things out of the 
way this week. Shown the 
world that he's fit enough 
to play again. Answered 
questions about his excite¬ 
ment level for the move 
to Toronto and why he 
wanted out of San Anto¬ 
nio. Had that awkward first 
post-trade interaction with 
Spurs coach Gregg Popo¬ 
vich, the new USA Basket¬ 
ball coach. Closed a lot of 
chapters that need end¬ 
ings. 

Instead, just more silence. 
It's well-known that Leon¬ 


ard isn't a big talker. He 
hasn't updated his pub¬ 
lic Facebook page since 
2012. He hasn't posted to 
Twitter since 2015. In this 
day and age, that's almost 
admirable on some level. 
There will be a day, though, 
when Leonard will get 
asked the questions that 
he's apparently dreading. 
Maybe at Raptors media 
day in Toronto in a couple 
months. Maybe on those 
two days when the Raptors 
and Spurs play next season. 
Definitely on the trip when 
he has to go to San Antonio 
for the first time as an op¬ 
ponent. 

If he's looking to avoid 
those, he's putting off the 
inevitable. 

Leonard just turned 27 
about a month ago. He 
likely isn't even near his 
prime yet and he's already 
been an NBA Finals MVP. 
His talent has been cel¬ 
ebrated for years. If he is 
so inclined, he could have 
a spot on the 2020 Olym¬ 
pic team and likely come 
home from Tokyo with 
a gold medal. He might 
have been there in 2016 if 
he hadn't dropped out a 
month or so before the Rio 
Games began. 

'This was a very difficult 
decision," Leonard said at 
the time. "It's an honor to 
have been considered for 
the team and I hope that 
in the future I will have the 
chance to represent my 
country by playing for USA 
Basketball." 

That time is now. 

Playing for your country is a 
big deal to people. Popov¬ 
ich, a graduate of the U.S. 
Air Force Academy, said 


it's bigger than the NBA. His 
predecessor as U.S. coach, 
Mike Krzyzewski, went to 
West Point. Blake Griffin, 
one of the many All-Stars 
playing in camp, said it's "a 
pride thing" to show up and 
compete. Kevin Love and 
Kyrie Irving weren't play¬ 
ing, but they were there to 
show their face and show 
support. 

Leonard could have at 
least done that much. 

Let's be clear, Leonard is 
not the only invitee who 
isn't at camp. LeBron James 
isn't here. Nor are Stephen 
Curry and Klay Thompson. 
Nor are about 10 other 
guys who got asked to at¬ 
tend. 

Popovich, who said last 
week he looked forward 
to seeing Leonard in Las 
Vegas, wasn't bothered by 
the no-shows. 

"People have lives," Popo¬ 
vich said. "We had a good 
number of people here 
and the people who were 
invited that aren't here 
have reasons, whether it's 
injury or personal things go¬ 
ing on in their lives. And we 
understand that." 

James said he had a hand 
injury during the NBA Finals, 
has since signed with the 
Los Angeles Lakers and is 
focusing more on himself 
and his family right now 
than anything else. 

Curry and Thompson have 
gone to the finals in each 
of the last four seasons and 
probably want some seri¬ 
ous downtime. 

But Leonard, well, it's un¬ 
clear why he's not here. 
Whatever his reason, it's not 
a good look for himO 




In this March 12, 2016, file photo, San Antonio Spurs forward 
Kawhi Leonard talks with coach Gregg Popovich during the 
second half of the team's NBA basketball game against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 

















SATURDAY 28 JULY 


DISPORTS 


Yankees lose Judge in 7-2 rout of Royals 





New York Yankees catcher Austin Romine tags out Kansas City Royals' Alex Gordon at home plate 
for the final out of a baseball game Thursday, July 26, 2018, in New York. The Yankees won 7-2. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Yankees 
slugger Aaron Judge was 
hit on his right wrist by a 
pitch and forced to leave 
early, overshadowing New 
York's romp past Kansas 
City. 

The All-Star slugger 
sustained a fractured right 
wrist when he was hit by a 
fastball and is expected to 
miss three weeks. 

Normally an All-Star 
outfielder, Judge was 
the designated hitter. 
He winced when he was 
stung by a fastball from 
Jakob Junis (5-11) in the first 
inning, got an infield hit the 
next time up and then was 
pulled for a pinch-hitter in 
the fourth. 

On a busy day for the 
Yankees, Sonny Gray (8- 
7) pitched five shutout 
innings to win three straight 
starts for the first time since 
last July. He exited soon 
after getting nicked in the 
pitching hand by a hard 
grounder. 

Didi Gregorius hit a three- 
run homer for New York, 
which began the day 514 
games behind AL East¬ 
leading Boston. Center 
fielder Aaron Hicks threw 
out Alex Gordon at the 
plate to end the game as 
Gordon tried to score from 
second on a single. 

TWINS 2, RED SOX 1 
BOSTON (AP) — Mitch 
Garver hit a tiebreaking 
RBI double with two outs 
in the eighth inning, and 


Minnesota held on to beat 
Boston. 

Kyle Gibson (5-7) held 
Boston to four hits and 
one run in eight innings. 
Fernando Rodney 

surrendered a single and 
back-to-back walks to 
load the bases in the ninth, 
but he struck out Jackie 
Bradley Jr. to complete the 
five-hitter and earn his 22nd 
save in 27 opportunities. 


The Twins have won four 
straight. Boston has lost 
three of five. Its lead in the 
AL East fell to 414 games 
over the New York Yankees, 
who beat Kansas City on 
Thursday. 

Boston's Heath Hembree 
and Matt Barnes (3-3) 
combined to give up four 
hits and both of Minnesota's 
runs after Hembree relieved 
starter Brian Johnson in the 


sixth. 

ANGELS 12, WHITE SOX 8 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Francisco Arcia became 
the first Los Angeles Angels 
player with four RBIs in his 
major league debut, hitting 
a three-run homer and an 
RBI single. Ian Kinsler and 
Kole Calhoun also homered 
for the Angels. 

Daniel Palka and Jose 
Abreu each hit two home 


runs for the White Sox, and 
Avisail Garcia and Nicky 
Delmonico also went deep. 
Nick Tropeano (4-5) 
allowed five runs and five 
hits in 6 1/3 innings. Dylan 
Covey (4-6) gave up six 
runs and nine hits in 4 2/3 
innings. 

ATHLETICS 7, RANGERS 6 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— Trevor Cahill ended a 
nine-start winless streak, 
Bartolo Colon failed for his 
fourth consecutive outing 
to become the winningest 
major league pitcher 
born in Latin America and 
Oakland beat Texas to 
complete a four-game 
sweep. 

Matt Chapman homered, 
tripled twice and scored 
three runs for the A's, who 
have swept three four- 
game series on the road 
for the first time since 
1928. Oakland has won six 
straight games, matching 
its season high, is 27-7 since 
June 16 and trails Seattle 
by one game for the AL's 
second wild card. 

Cahill (2-2) allowed five 
runs, seven hits, three walks 
and a hit batter in five 
innings. He had been 0-2 
since beating the Chicago 
White Sox on April 17 and 
twice went on the disabled 
list. Colon (5-9) allowed six 
runs and nine hits in seven 
innings, throwing a season- 
high 106 pitches. He has 
245 wins, tied with Dennis 
Martinez. □ 


Yankees' Boone: It's 'realistic' Judge can return in 3 weeks 


NEW YORK (AP) — Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone 
says it's "pretty realistic" 
that injured slugger Aaron 
Judge will be able to play 
in a game in three weeks. 
Boone made the 
assessment Friday, a day 
after Judge's right wrist was 
fractured when he was hit 
by a pitch against Kansas 
City. Boone said he's not 
sure if that timeframe 
means a minor league 
rehab game or a return to 
the Yankees' lineup. 

"I think the three weeks is a 
possibility he's in a game," 
Boone said. 

Judge's wrist isn't in a cast 



New York Yankees' Aaron Judge reacts after being hit by a 
pitch during the first inning of the team's baseball game against 
the Kansas City Royals on Thursday, July 26, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Press 


and the team said the All- 
Star right fielder won't need 
surgery. The Yankees put 
him on the 10-day disabled 
list and recalled infielder- 
outfielder Tyler Wade from 
Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Judge wasn't available to 
the media before Friday 
night's game against 
Kansas City. He is hitting 
.285 with 26 home runs and 
61 RBIs. 

The Yankees went into 
the weekend trailing AL 
East-leading Boston by 414 
games. The teams play four 
times at Fenway Park next 
week. 


Yankees pitcher Sonny 
Gray said his right thumb 
was feeling better a day 
after it was hit by a hard 
grounder. The right-hander 
said he fully expects to 
make his next start as 
scheduled. 

"I'll be ready in five days," 
he said. 

The Yankees also said 
newly acquired J.A. Happ 
would make his New York 
debut Sunday when he 
starts against the Royals. 
Toronto traded the lefty 
on Thursday for infielder 
Brandon Drury and minor 
league outfielder Billy 
McKinney.Q 








Cubs stun 

Diamondbacks 7-6 with 
consecutive homers in 9th 


CHICAGO (AP) — David 
Bote hit a tying, two-run 
homer off Brad Boxberger 
with one out in the ninth 
inning, Anthony Rizzo 
followed two pitches later 
with a winning home run 
and the Chicago Cubs 
overcame a five-run 
deficit to beat the Arizona 
Diamondbacks 7-6 on 
Thursday. 

Bote was called up when 
Kris Bryant was put on the 
disabled list because of 
inflammation in his left 
shoulder. 

Eddie Butler (1-1) retired 
Jon Jay on a flyout that 
stranded two runners in the 
ninth. Boxberger (1-4) was 
the loser. 

Nick Ahmed hit his first 
career grand slam in the 
fifth as Arizona built a 6-1 
lead. 

BREWERS 7, GIANTS 5 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 


All-Star reliever Josh Hader 
retired four batters to earn 
a win while making his first 
appearance on the road 
since the lefty’s years-old 
racist and homophobic 
tweets surfaced during 
the All-Star Game, helping 
lead the Brewers past the 
Giants. 

Booed as he ran in from the 
bullpen to pitch with two 
outs in the sixth, Hader (3-0) 
immediately got Brandon 
Crawford to ground out. 
Travis Shaw hit a two-run 
homer in the ninth inning. 
Pinch-hitter Ryan Braun 
contributed a key RBI single 
as Milwaukee rallied in the 
eighth. 

Mark Melancon (0-1) took 
the loss. 

DODGERS 8, BRAVES 2 
ATLANTA (AP) — Manny 
Machado hit his first home 
run for Los Angeles, Rich Hill 
pitched seven dominant 
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Chicago Cubs celebrate after Anthony Rizzo hit a game-winning home run against the Arizona 
Diamondbacks during the ninth inning of a baseball game Thursday, July 26, 2018, in Chicago. 
The Cubs won 7-6. 

Associated Press 


innings and the Dodgers 
routed Atlanta. 

Machado, acquired last 
week from Baltimore to 
add even more punch 
to a team that leads the 
National League in homers, 
went deep in his seventh 


game with the Dodgers. 
He lined a fastball into the 
left-field seats leading off 
the sixth against Anibal 
Sanchez, Machado's 

25th homer of the season 
overall. Hill (4-4) limited the 
Braves to three hits and 


a walk while striking out 
seven, and he even picked 
up his first RBI of the season . 
While Sanchez (5-3) turned 
in another solid outing 
for the Braves, defensive 
blunders and a lack of 
offense ruined his night.Q 


LHP COLE HAMELS 
Continued from Page 17 

He is 7-6 with a 3.48 ERA 
in 16 career postseason 
starts. 

"To be able to change 
kind of the mindset, now to 
go on a first-place team, 
there's something inside 
of you that sparks when 
you get in those situations," 
Hamels said at the Rang¬ 
ers ballpark after the trade 
was announced. 

Hamels, who had been 
scheduled to start for Texas 
on Saturday in Houston, 
will instead travel then to 
join the Cubs for the rest of 
their series in St. Louis. The 
lefty said he wasn't sure yet 
when he would make his 
first start for Chicago. 

"I think teams know he's 
better than he's pitched re¬ 
cently. We certainly know 
that," said Rangers gen¬ 
eral manager Jon Daniels, 
adding that the Cubs were 
one of four teams he had 
serious discussions about 
Hamels with on Thursday. 
Cubs manager Joe Mad- 
don was in Tampa Bay's 
dugout when Hamels led 
the Phillies past the Rays for 
the championship 10 years 
ago. 


"He's been pretty good. 
I've not liked him for a long 
time," Maddon cracked 
after Chicago's 7-6 victory 
over Arizona on Thursday. 
"He's pitched some really 
big games against teams 
I've been involved with 
and he’s done really well. 
He’s a great competitor, 
got good stuff. But he just 
competes and he knows 
what he's doing out there, 
so I'd have to rank him as 
a pretty competent major 
league left-handed pitch¬ 
er." 

The Rangers clinched the 
AL West title on the final 
day of the 2015 regular 
season when Hamels threw 
a three-hitter against the 
Los Angeles Angels. Texas 
won the division again in 
2016, but both times lost to 
Toronto in the AL Division 
Series. 

"It's always that chase 
for that World Series, you 
start realize how difficult 
it is to achieve," Hamels 
said. "That was something 
I wanted to be able to do 
in Texas, and it didn't hap¬ 
pen. ... Going to Chicago, 
set up pretty nicely to be 
able to do so, I'm really ex¬ 
cited to just kind of move 


right in and be a part of 
that." 

Hamels is 3-1 with a 1.76 
ERA in six career starts at 
Wrigley. The San Diego 
native struck out 13 while 
pitching a no-hitter at Chi¬ 
cago's iconic ballpark in his 
final start with the Phillies 
in 2015. He was traded to 
Texas six days later. 

The Cubs are on top of 
the NL with a 60-42 record 
entering Friday night's 
game at St. Louis, but they 
haven't received much 
length from their starting 
pitching. All-Star Jon Les¬ 
ter and Mike Montgomery, 
who began the year in the 
bullpen, have been their 
most consistent performers. 
Yu Darvish, who signed a 
$126 million, six-year con¬ 
tract in February, is on the 
disabled list with a right 
elbow impingement and 
inflammation, and it's un¬ 
clear when he might re¬ 
turn. Tyler Chatwood, an¬ 
other tree-agent pitcher 
who signed with Chicago 
over the winter, leads the 
majors with a whopping 85 
walks in 94 innings. 

Jose Quintana was winless 
in June, but the Colombi¬ 
an lefty is showing signs of 



In this June 13, 2018, file photo, Texas Rangers starting pitcher 
Cole Hamels throws to a Los Angeles Dodgers batter during the 
first inning of a baseball game in Los Angeles. 

Associated Pres 


coming around. He is 3-0 
with a 1.89 ERA in his last 
three starts. 

Quintana was acquired 
in a costly trade with the 
crosstown White Sox last 
July that included touted 
prospects Eloy Jimenez 
and Dylan Cease. The 
Cubs emptied their once 
rich farm system on the 
way to three straight NLCS 
appearances and a histor¬ 
ic championship in 2016, 
hurting their chances of 
making a major trade this 
year. 

The deal for Hamels is their 
second trade with Texas in 
the past couple weeks. Jes¬ 


se Chavez was acquired in 
a July 19 trade for a minor 
league pitcher, and the 
veteran reliever pitched 
five scoreless innings over 
his first four appearances 
with Chicago. 

Butler will join the Rang¬ 
ers during their series this 
weekend in Houston. Lacy, 
an llth-round pick in last 
year's draft out of Creigh¬ 
ton, was assigned to Class 
A Down East. Butler is 1-1 
with a 4.08 ERA in eight ap¬ 
pearances this year. He 
was activated from the 60- 
day disabled list Tuesday 
after being sidelined by a 
right groin strain.Q 
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Russia could be 
reinstated in 
December, says IAAF 



In this Friday, June 17,201 6 file photo. Rune Andersen, Chair 
of IAAF Inspection Team, speaks at a news conference at 
the Grand Hotel in Vienna, Austria. 

Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Russia could be 
provisionally reinstated to worldwide track and field 
competition in December if it meets certain condi¬ 
tions, the International Association of Athletics Fed¬ 
erations (IAAF) said Friday. 

Track and field's governing body suspended Russia 
in November 2015 after a World Anti-Doping Agency 
report detailed widespread, state-sponsored doping 
in the sport. 

“They have made significant improvement in meet¬ 
ing the outstanding requirements,” Rune Andersen, 
the lAAF’s Russia task force head, said during a two- 
day meeting in Argentina’s capital. 

“In fact, in some cases, they have gone above and 
beyond what is required.” 

Andersen, however, said three conditions had to be 
met before Russia could be readmitted to interna¬ 
tional competition. 

Firstly, RUSAF (the Russian Athletics Federation) has to 
pay for cosfs incurred by the IAAF as a result of the 
scandal. 

The WADA must also reinstate the Russian Anti-Dop¬ 
ing Agency (RUSADA), which depends on the coun¬ 
try acknowledging the findings that officials at the 
Russian ministry of sports orchestrated the doping of 
its athletes, and its cover-up. 

Finally, Russian authorities have to give access to 
data from doping tests carried out at RUSADA’s Mos¬ 
cow laboratory from 2011-15. 

“If would make a mockery of clean sport to reinstate 
RUSAF when the evidence required to resolve these 
suspicions, one way or the other, is still being with¬ 
held,” Andersen said. 

WADA is communicating with Russian authorities to 
try to resolve these issues before the meeting of the 
doping agency’s executive committee in Septem¬ 
ber. 

“We hope there will be a breakthrough,” Andersen 
said. “If these points are resolved before the (IAAF) 
Council’s next meeting in Monaco in December 
2018, then the Task Force would hope and expect to 
be able to recommend that RUSAF would be provi¬ 
sionally reinstated at that time.” 

The Russian team was banned from the Winter Olym¬ 
pics in February .□ 




Katie Ledecky swims to a win in the women’s 800-meter freestyle during the U.S. national 
championships swimming meet Wednesday, July 25, 2018, in Irvine, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Missy Franklin misses 
out at U.S. Nationals 


By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
IRVINE, Calif. (AP) — Missy 
Franklin missed out at the 
U.S. national champion¬ 
ships, failing fo qualify for 
fhe two biggest meets 
leading up to the 2020 
Olympics. 

Franklin didn’t make the fi¬ 
nal in either of her events 
and as a result will miss next 
month's Pan Pacific cham¬ 
pionships in Tokyo and fhe 
2019 world championships. 
She led through the first 
three laps in the C final of 
the 200-meter freestyle on 
Thursday night before fad¬ 
ing to third and touching in 
1 minute, 59.15 seconds. 
“I’ve trained really, re¬ 
ally hard the past seven 
months, and was definitely 
hoping it would show up a 
little bit more," Franklin said. 
The four-time gold medalist 
at the 2012 London Games 
didn’t enter her signature 
backstroke events, hav¬ 
ing undergone two shoul¬ 
der surgeries at the start 
of last year. Katie Ledecky 
averted a potential crisis in 
the morning preliminaries, 
swimming in a practice suit 
after her racing suit split. 
The five-time Olympic 
champion wasn't the only 
one having a wardrobe 
malfunction. 

Ledecky said several swim¬ 
mers’ suits were sticking to 
them and tearing, in part 
because of the near 90-de- 


gree heat in the morning 
and steamy conditions 
from showers running con¬ 
stantly in the locker room. 
“It was a blessing in disguise 
because it really pushed 
me to get out of my com¬ 
fort zone and really race 
this morning,” she said. 
“Kind of tried to take that 
same energy and apply it 
tonight in a racing suit. Just 
made my morning a little 
bit harder." 

Ledecky led all the way to 
win the 200 free, earning a 
second individual evenf to 
swim in Japan next month. 
Ledecky touched first in 
1 minute, 54.60 seconds, 
second-fastest in the world 
this year behind her top 
time of 1:54.56 she swam in 
June. Looking on was Lak¬ 
ers great Kobe Bryant and 
one of his daughters. 
Ledecky qualified for her 
second event at the Pan 
Pacific championships 
in Tokyo in August after 
winning the 800 free on 
Wednesday. 

Swimming in the next lane, 
three-time Olympian Allison 
Schmitt chased Ledecky 
the entire race and finished 
second in 1:55.82. 

Schmitt was buoyed by 
supportive messages from 
friend Michael Phelps in her 
comeback that began full¬ 
time in January. 

“Fie just reminded me 
that swimming is such a 
small part of life,” she said. 


“You’re still loved by the 
same people." 

Also earning trips to Japan 
were third-place Gabby 
Deloof and Olympian Leah 
Smith, who was fourth. 

The foursome qualified for 
the 4x200 free relay at Pan 
Pacs, reuniting Ledecky 
and Schmitt, who first swam 
a relay together at the 2016 
Rio de Janeiro Games. 
Andrew Seliskar surprised 
a field including five Olym¬ 
pians to win the men's 200 
free in 1:45.70, third-quick- 
est in the world this year. 
Micah Sumrall, who took 
time off after failing to make 
the 2016 Olympic team, 
won the 200 breaststroke 
by 1.26 seconds. Sumrall, 
who used to swim under 
her maiden name of Law¬ 
rence, touched in 2:22.06, 
fourth-best in the world this 
year. Lilly King, the Olympic 
100 breast champion, was 
fifth. 

The men's 200 breast win¬ 
ner was 2016 Olympic sil¬ 
ver medalist Josh Prenot in 
2:07.28, the world’s fastest 
time this year. 

There was a tie for first in 
the women’s 200 back- 
stroke between 2016 Olym¬ 
pian Kathleen Baker and 
16-year-old Regan Smith. 
Their time of 2:06.43 was 
third-quickest in fhe world 
this year and a junior world 
record for Smith. 

“It was crazy,” a breathless 
Smith said. □ 
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Thomas can taste Tour title with 1 


big stage to go 



Britain's Geraint Thomas, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, grimaces as he sprints with 
France's Romain Bardet, right, and Ireland's Daniel Martin, left, towards the finish line of the 
nineteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 200.5 kilometers (124.6 miles) with start 
in Lourdes and finish in Laruns, France, Friday July 27, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DAMPF 
LARUNS, France (AP) — 

Having worn the leader's 
yellow jersey over the Alps 
and through the Pyrenees, 
only one more challenging 
stage stands in the way of 
Geraint Thomas winning his 
first Tour de France. 

Thomas takes an advan¬ 
tage of 2 minutes, 5 sec¬ 
onds over Dutch rival Tom 
Dumoulin into Saturday's 
31-kilometer (19-mile) in¬ 
dividual time trial in the 
Basque Country. 

The pressure of leading 
has reminded Thomas of 
the time he helped Britain 
to the gold medal in team 
pursuit on the track at the 
2012 London Olympics. 

"It comes down to tomor¬ 
row but I can take confi¬ 
dence with how I'm riding, 
and what will be will be," he 
said. 'There's still one more 
big day to go." 

While Dumoulin is the time 
trial world champion, 
Thomas is quite capable in 
the discipline and acknowl¬ 
edged he should be able 
to protect his advantage. 
"It's going to be a tough 
day tomorrow. I'm really 
knackered," Thomas said. 
"I'm still trying not to get car¬ 
ried away." 

He increased his lead after 
the final mountain stage on 
Friday, while Sky teammate 
and four-time champion 
Chris Froome lost his spot on 


the podium. 

Primoz Roglic of Slovenia 
won the 200.5-kilometer 
(125-mile) 19th leg through 
the Pyrenees with an attack 
on the dangerous descent 
from the Col d'Aubisque. 

A former ski jumper who 
rides for Team Lotto NL- 
Jumbo, Roglic finished 19 
seconds ahead of Thomas, 
while Romain Bardet of 
France crossed third with 
the same time. 

"I had legs today," Roglic 
said. "I really tried a lot of 
times and finally I went 
away on the descent." 
Thomas received a six- 
second bonus for ending 
up second, while Dumoulin 
finished sixth and Froome 
eighth, both with the same 
time as the race leader. 
Roglic leapfrogged Froome 
into third spot overall, 2:24 
off the pace, while the de¬ 
fending champion now 
trails by 2:37. 

After the hilly time trial, the 
race concludes with the 
mostly ceremonial finish on 
the Champs-Elysees in Paris 
on Sunday 

Froome initially fell behind 
on Friday's climb up the 
Aubisque before latching 
back onto the lead group 
on the descent. 

It was Roglic's second Tour 
victory, having claimed 
Stage 17 in the Alps last 
year. Roglic, who also ex¬ 
cels at time trials, showed 


courage on a twisty de¬ 
scent made more difficult 
by clouds and fog hanging 
over the Aubisque. 

When the road allowed, he 
crouched down on to his 
bike frame in a risky aero¬ 
dynamic move known as 
"super tucking." 

Dumoulin accused the 
stage winner of 'drafting' 
behind a motorbike. 

"Roglic was the strongest 
today, and a lot of respect 
for his victory. But he was 
flying downhill, and even¬ 


tually I got dropped on a 
straight part just because 
he was on his tube and full 
in the slipstream of the mo¬ 
torbike," Dumoulin said. 
Roglic rejected the accu¬ 
sation. "I don't think so," he 
said. "I don't have influence 
on that. We all have the 
same possibilities to go the 
first one down. I didn't no¬ 
tice anything unusual." 

The route from the pil¬ 
grimage town of Lourdes 
to Laruns took the pelo- 
ton over three legendary 


climbs — the Col d’Aspin, 
the Col du Tourmalet and 
the Aubisque — before the 
dive down to the finish. 
Mountain classifications 
leader Julian Alaphilippe 
was first over the Aspin and 
Tourmalet as part of an ear¬ 
ly breakaway. 

Mikel Landa and Bardet 
then attacked from the 
yellow jersey group up 
the Tourmalet and joined 
the leaders before Roglic, 
Thomas and Dumoulin took 
over on the final climb.O 


CAS upholds ex-FIFA Valcke's 
10-year ban from soccer 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(AP) — Jerome Valcke's 10- 
year ban from football was 
upheld by the Court of Ar¬ 
bitration for Sport on Friday. 
The secretary general at 
FIFA for eight years during 
Sepp Blotter's presiden¬ 
cy was fired in 2016 and 
banned from all football- 
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related activity for 10 years 
by the FIFA ethics commit¬ 
tee. 

His appeal was heard in 
October, and on Friday it 
was dismissed by CAS. 

'The offenses found to have 
been committed by Je¬ 
rome Valcke were cumu¬ 
latively of a serious degree 
of gravity," CAS said in its 
statement, adding the ban 
and fine of 100,000 Swiss 
francs ($100,200) "were 
wholly proportionate." 

The former TV presenter 
from France was a FIFA 
marketing executive — 
being fired once before 
in 2006 — before becom¬ 


ing then-president Blotter's 
right-hand man the next 
year. He was fired a second 
time in January 2016 after 
being implicated in irregu¬ 
lar World Cup ticket and 
broadcast rights sales, plus 
expense abuses including 
personal use of private jets. 
The FIFA ethics commit¬ 
tee banned Valcke for 12 
years, with an additional 
charge of destroying evi¬ 
dence. FIFA's appeal panel 
cut the ban by two years 
because it judged the 
broadcasting deal charge 
was not proven. 

Valcke denied all 
wrongdoingO 



In this Feb. 18, 2014 file Former FIFA Secretary General Jerome 
Valcke speaks during a news conference for the 2014 World 
Cup in Florianopolis, Brazil. 

Associated Press 
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Facebook's day of reckoning: Blip or sign of broader turn? 



This March 29, 2018 file photo shows the Facebook logo on 
screens at the Nasdaq MarketSite in New York's Times Square. 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book faced a day of reck¬ 
oning Thursday as ifs shares 
plunged in fhe biggest 
one-day drop in stock-mar¬ 
ket history. 

The 19 percent drop vapor¬ 
ized $119 billion of the com¬ 
pany's stock-market value; 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg saw 
his net worth fall by roughly 
$16 billion as a result. It was 
Facebook's worst trading 
day since going public in 
2012; the collapse eclipsed 
Intel's decline of $91 billion 
in September 2000, without 
adjusting for inflation. 

The plunge followed 
Facebook's warning late 
Wednesday that its reve¬ 
nue growth will slow down 
significantly for at least the 
remainder of the year and 
that expenses will continue 
to skyrocket. 

In a sign of just how bull¬ 
ish investor expectations 
were, though, the collapse 
merely returned Facebook 
shares to a level last seen 
in early May. At that point, 
the stock was still recov¬ 
ering from an earlier bat¬ 
tering over its big privacy 


scandal, in which a politi¬ 
cal consulting firm with ties 
to President Donald Trump 
improperly accessed the 
data of tens millions of 
Facebook users. 

Now come the big ques¬ 
tions: Is this a temporary set¬ 
back, or the start of a pain¬ 
ful new road for the giant 
social network? And does 
a similar comeuppance 
await other high-flying 
technology behemoths? 
Both the slower growth fore¬ 
cast and heavier spending 
reflect problems largely of 
Facebook's own making. 
New European privacy 


rules, inspired in part by 
Facebook's relentless min¬ 
ing of its own users' data, 
are starting to hamper the 
company's advertising busi¬ 
ness. And the increased 
spending aims, among 
other things, to prevent a 
replay of the fake news 
and propaganda that Rus¬ 
sian agents unleashed on 
an unguarded Facebook 
in an attempt to sway the 
2016 presidential election. 
Zuckerberg even noted 
during a call with ana¬ 
lysts that "we're investing 
so much in security that it 
will significantly impact our 


profitability." 

Overall, technology gi¬ 
ants — Facebook, Apple, 
Google, Amazon and oth¬ 
ers — have enjoyed almost 
unprecedented growth in 
revenue and stock price for 
years. They have seemed 
unstoppable, even in the 
face of regulatory pressure, 
user dissatisfaction and 
broader existential ques¬ 
tions about their impact on 
society. Technology com¬ 
panies account for six of 
the 10 biggest companies 
in the S&P 500 Index. 

Some see the Facebook 
selloff as clear evidence 
that nothing can grow for¬ 
ever, especially not the 
world's biggest companies, 
especially not at the rate of 
nimble, promising startups. 
Facebook revenue is still 
growing at a rate double 
that of Twitter. A decade 
ago, almost no one could 
have imagined that Face- 
book would have more 
than 2 billion users, much 
less that its family of apps 
— Instagram, WhatsApp 
and Messenger — would 
also count members in the 
billions. 

"Nobody knows where the 


top is, where that growth 
slows down," said Phil Bak, 
CEO of Exponential ETFs 
and a former managing 
director of the New York 
Stock Exchange who said 
he's been warning inves¬ 
tors of a potential sell-off in 
large tech stocks. 

Things could get rougher 
still. Those European pri¬ 
vacy regulations, known 
as the General Data Pri¬ 
vacy Regulation, or GDPR, 
went into effect with just 
one month left in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. That means 
Facebook could feel its ef¬ 
fects more strongly later this 
year. For more than a year 
— ever since Zuckerberg 
published a 5,000 word 
manifesto arguing that 
Facebook needs to make 
the world a better place 
by bolstering civic engage¬ 
ment and addressing so¬ 
cial ills — the company has 
seemed torn between its 
philosophical mission and 
its economic one. Wednes¬ 
day may have been the 
first time this tension really 
broke into the open, prob¬ 
ably because it threatened 
the one thing all investors 
care about: MoneyO 


How China, Russia, Iran target U.S. with economic espionage 



In this Jan. 31,2018, file photo, the sun rises beyond power lines 
in St. Charles Parish, La. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chi¬ 
na, Russia and Iran are 
ramping up their theft of 
trade secrets and propri¬ 
etary information from U.S. 
companies, government 
labs and universities to hur¬ 
dle America's competitive 
edge. 

A new government cyber 
report, released Thursday 


by the National Counter¬ 
intelligence Security Cen¬ 
ter, offers these recent ex¬ 
amples of the economic 
espionage it says poses 
a significant threat to U.S. 
prosperity and security: 
CHINA 

—In November, three Chi¬ 
nese nationals were ac¬ 
cused of operating a cy¬ 
bersecurity firm that used 


phishing scams and mal¬ 
ware to steal data from 
international corporations. 
A federal indictment un¬ 
sealed in Pittsburgh, Penn¬ 
sylvania, said the trio's tar¬ 
gets included Siemens AG, 
Moody's Analytics in New 
York and Trimble Inc. in 
Sunnyvale, California. 

—Cybersecurity experts 
found links between Chi¬ 
nese cyber actors and a 
back door that allowed 
entry into commercial soft¬ 
ware known as CCleaner. 
This back door allowed 
them to target U.S. com¬ 
panies, including Google, 
Microsoft, Intel and VM- 
ware. 

—In November, Pricewa- 
terhouseCoopers reported 
that another China-based 
hacker group, known as 
KeyBoy, was moving be¬ 
yond targets in Asia to 
conduct cyber snooping 
on Western corporations. 
—Chinese cyberespio¬ 

nage actors, known as 


TEMP.Periscope, contin¬ 
ued to target the maritime 
industry and U.S. research 
institutions, academic or¬ 
ganizations and private 
firms that are focused on 
engineering. FireEye, a 
California security research 
firm, has detected sharp 
increases in this group's tar¬ 
geting early this year. 

—Last year, the China- 
linked cyberespionage 
group APT10 was involved 
in widespread opera¬ 
tions to target engineer¬ 
ing, telecommunications 
and aerospace industries 
across the globe, including 
the U.S. 

RUSSIA 

—In 2016, a hacker known 
as Eas7, told Western news 
reporters that she had col¬ 
laborated with the Russian 
Federal Security Service, 
formerly the KGB, on eco¬ 
nomic espionage missions. 
She estimated that "among 
the good hackers, at least 
half" work for government 


agencies, suggesting that 
Moscow employs cyber 
criminals so they can deny 
being behind the opera¬ 
tions. 

—Russian government 

hackers last year compro¬ 
mised dozens of U.S. en¬ 
ergy firms, including their 
operational networks. The 
operations were conduct¬ 
ed to collect intelligence, 
gain access so the hackers 
could later launch service 
disruptions and provide 
sensitive U.S. intellectual 
property to Russian com¬ 
panies. 

—The Russian state-spon¬ 
sored cyberoperation 
known as APT28 has been 
gathering intelligence on 
U.S. and European de¬ 
fense and geopolitical is¬ 
sues since at least 2007. 
Obtaining sensitive U.S. de¬ 
fense industry data could 
give Russia economic and 
security advantages as it 
seeks to strengthen and 
modernize its military.Q 
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Hot item for sale at small companies: The business itself 



Tom Szold, Chief Executive Officer at Precision Safe Sidewalks, works from a coffee shop on Fri¬ 
day, July 27, 2018, in Alexandria, Va. 

Associated Press 


By STAN CHOE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — For many 
small businesses, the easiest 
thing to sell right now might 
be the business itself. 

Buyout activity is booming, 
and the prices being paid 
are at or near records for 
companies up to $50 million 
in value, brokers say. Many 
small-business owners are 
fielding more cold calls 
asking if their companies 
are for sale, and owners 
who do put their businesses 
on the market are often re¬ 
ceiving multiple bids. 

"I've been doing this for 20 
years, and I can say that 
if this isn't the top market, 
it's the top one or two in 
recent years," said Scott 
Bushkie, principal at Cor¬ 
nerstone Business Services, 
a mergers-and-acquisition 
firm based in Wisconsin 
that works with lower mid¬ 
dle market companies. 
"You’ve really got the stars 
all aligned." 

Among those stars: Com¬ 
panies that want to grow 
may see an acquisition 
as the easiest way to get 
trained workers amid a 
tight labor market. Lower 
taxes and lighter regulation 
have improved sentiment. 
On top of all that is a gen¬ 
eration of Baby Boomers 
looking to sell and retire. 
The market is so hot that 
Bushkie has heard some 
prospective buyers say 
they're interested in a pur¬ 
chase, but they're too busy 
at the moment with other 
acquisitions. 

The jump in activity has 
pushed prices up. One tra¬ 
ditional way that brokers 


set the price for a compa¬ 
ny is to look at its earnings 
before interest payments, 
taxes, depreciation costs 
and amortization, which is 
called EBITDA. 

In the first three months of 
the year, the typical pur¬ 
chase price was 6.1 times 
EBITDA for a company val¬ 
ued between $5 million 
and $50 million. That's up by 
more than a third from four 
years earlier, according to 
surveys from the Interna¬ 
tional Business Brokers As¬ 
sociation, M&A Source and 
the Pepperdine Private 
Capital Markets Project. 

In the insurance industry, 
prices have neared 12 
times EBITDA, said Mike 
Shea, president and CEO 
of Shea Barclay Group. His 
company has made three 
acquisitions in the last 16 


months. 

"It's really unprecedented, 
not only the volume of 
deals, but the competition 
for deals," Shea said. "We're 
excited to be on the buy 
side, but we also take into 
consideration that it almost 
reminds you of the hous¬ 
ing market: Are we at the 
peak?" 

Still, Shea and brokers 
across industries say they 
don't see signs of the mar¬ 
ket cooling. Even recent 
increases in interest rates, 
which would seem to be a 
deterrent, haven't dented 
deal activity. If anything, 
they may have pushed 
some buyers to make their 
purchases before rates 
moved even higher. 

"You would think there 
would be a tipping point" 
from higher rates, said Craig 


Everett, finance professor 
at Pepperdine Graziadio 
Business School. "With the 
tax and regulation environ¬ 
ment a little bit more busi¬ 
ness-friendly now, maybe 
that's delayed the change 
in valuations. But it seems 
like everyone thought that 
the valuations would be 
going down by now, and it 
hasn't." 

Small business owners are 
selling to people like Tom 
Szold, who had been work¬ 
ing in public affairs but 
always wanted to run a 
business. He joined with his 
brother and a friend in May 
to buy Precision Safe Side¬ 
walks, which helps city gov¬ 
ernments and other cus¬ 
tomers identify where their 
trip hazards are and how to 
fix them. 

He got help through the 


process from an attorney 
and the selling company's 
broker, as well as a Small 
Business Administration 
loan provider. One of the 
biggest lessons: "Every¬ 
thing takes longer than you 
think," he said. "Estimate 
how much time you think 
it's going to take and add 
to it." 

Some other considerations 
small business owners 
should keep in mind: 

— If there's a time to sell, 
this may be it. 

"A lot of times the owners 
wait a little too long to sell," 
said Everett. "They wait until 
the business starts to stag¬ 
nate, and then they think 
of getting out." But own¬ 
ers will always get a better 
price when their business is 
growing. 

— Selling doesn't have to 
mean leaving. 

Jeff Kaplan, the founder 
of cloud-service provider 
Breakthrough Technology 
Group, had long declined 
calls from potential acquir¬ 
ers as he focused on build¬ 
ing the business. But he re¬ 
cently decided he wanted 
a more national scope, so 
he sold a majority stake to 
Abry Partners, a private- 
equity firm, in December. 
A few months later. Break¬ 
through Technology Group 
merged with another com¬ 
pany owned by Abry, Nex- 
usTek. 

Kaplan, now chief reve¬ 
nue and strategy officer at 
NexusTek, says he doesn't 
miss being the owner of his 
own business, in part be¬ 
cause the company now 
has roughly 10 times more 
employeesO 


Nod for Disney's $71.3B 
acquisition of Fox entertainment 


Nod for Disney's $71.3B ac¬ 
quisition of Fox entertain¬ 
ment 

Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Disney's 
$71.3 billion acquisition of 
Twenty-First Century Fox's 
entertainment division is 
one step closer after share¬ 
holders approved the deal 
Friday. 

The tie-up brings together 


Marvel's X-Men and Aveng¬ 
ers franchises and creates 
an entertainment behe¬ 
moth in the digital stream¬ 
ing era. The shareholder 
vote caps a saga that be¬ 
gan in December 2017, 
when Disney made its first 
offer for part of Rupert Mur¬ 
doch's media conglomer¬ 
ate. It kicked off a bidding 
war with Comcast, which 


dropped out last week fo¬ 
cus on attempted buyout 
of the European pay-TV op¬ 
erator Sky. 

The Fox deal will help Disney 
compete with technology 
players like Amazon and 
Netflix. 

The agreement is not ex¬ 
pected to close for several 
months and still requires 
regulatory approvalsO 



In this Aug. 8,2017, file photo. The Walt Disney Co. logo appears 
on a screen above the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 
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HMM..YOU NEED A NEW COOL 
LOOK FOR SUMMER... 


I'M NOT TALKING ABOUT A CUT/ 
WITH THE RIGHT COMBING 4 
TREATMENT ANP A FEW PROPS, 
VOUR HAIR WILL SCREAM • 
SUMMER, SAND, SUN AND SURF/ 



ACCORPING TO 
. HIM, I'M A COOL 
S. PUPE IN 
r A LOOSE MOOP 


I HOPE - 
. THAT STUFF J 
' WASHES OUT/ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


...ANP THE LYRICS 
TO ALL THE OLP 
MONKEES S0N6S 



Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Latest info 
5 Aerosol 
10 _ and crafts 

14 Pearl Harbor’s 
location 

15 Dried fruit 

16 Remedy 

17 Carrying no 
excess weight 

18 Worry-free life 

20 Suffix for host 
or poet 

21 Torn in two 

22 Kennedy & 
others 

23 Poke with a pin 

25 Argon or 
nitrogen 

26 Give a sermon 
28 City in Arizona 

31 Mysterious 

32 Seal cracks 
34 Actor Kilmer 

36 Enthusiastic 

37 Heartache 

38 Group of quail 

39 _-of-the-miil; 

ordinary 

40 Flies high 

41 Less adorned 

42 Holiday drink 

44 Round shape 

45 Get _ of; shed 

46 Sassy 

47 Sailing boat 

50 Wild hog 

51 Jungle beast 
54 Easy to get to 

57 Hair color 

58 Qualified 

59 Part of a knife 

60 Meanie 

61 Playthings 

62 Sanctuary table 

63 Flea collar 
wearers 

DOWN 

1 Short letter 

2 All_; listening 

3 Speaking very 
softly 

4 Total 

5 Oration 

6 Practical joke 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


7 Iron oxidation 

8 _ day now; 
pretty soon 

9 Simple reply 

10 _ the board; 
affecting 
everyone 

11 Regrets 

12 Juniper or willow 

13 _up; arranges 

19 Railroad rails 
21 Houston 

university 

24 Bug spray 

25 Wide gap 

26 Fruit salad fruit 

27 Musical variety 
show 

28 Mon.’s follower 

29 Gouge 

30 Belly button 

32 Rugged cliff 

33 Broadcast 
35 Minstrel’s 

instrument 

37 Virtuous 

38 Taverns 
40 Shoot from 

hiding 
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41 Coffin platform 

43 Orchards 

44 Moon 
depression 

46 Henry or Peter 

47 Word to a pest 

48 Mexican wolf 

49 It’s _ a Paper 
Moon” 


50 Outscore 

52 Portion 

53 Peepers 

55 Org. for 
Suns and 
Spurs 

56 Sick 

57 Reagan’s party, 
for short 
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In this May 1, 2018, file photo, a tiger cub is shown inside a vet¬ 
erinary clinic at Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsville, Texas. 

Associated Press 


Tiger cub abandoned at 
Texas border gets new, 
permanent home 


Associated Press 
WYLIE, Texas (AP) — A live 
tiger cub that was aban¬ 
doned in a duffel bag at 
the U.S. border is settling 
into his new home in Texas. 
Kenobi arrived Thursday 
night at In-Sync Exotics , 
an animal sanctuary in Wy¬ 
lie, 30 miles (50 kilometers) 
northeast of Dallas. 

Border Patrol agents dis¬ 
covered the cub April 30 
while patrolling along the 
Rio Grande near Browns¬ 
ville. They said three peo¬ 
ple apparently trying to 
enter the U.S. illegally just 
dumped the bag contain¬ 
ing the tiger and fled back 
to Mexico. 

Kenobi was initially given 
a temporary home at 
the Gladys Porter Zoo in 
Brownsville, but his move 


to In-Sync Exotics is perma¬ 
nent. The sanctuary says 
Kenobi will have a play¬ 
mate in Kylo Ren , a white 
tiger cub born there in 
March shortly after the res¬ 
cue of his parents. □ 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Sesi&on 

2B Oceanfront SI4k 
2B Oceanside $8000 
GVS4k OVS7k 
3BEDRM Si 3k 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Ocean front $25 k 
Oceanside $16k 
Ocean view $ ] 5k 
3BEDROM $25k 
•WK+51 OV S42k 
*WK 52 OV $48k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Cluh 

GOLD Season 
2B Oceanfront £ 14k 
2BOV $8000 

1 Bed S&000 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV SI6500 
2B Oceanfront $25k 
IBOVSlOk 

** Dcslinaliofi points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30*33* 4&-4Q + More 
+ Divi Resorts Weeks for Sale. 

** Preferred Resale Company 

We Need Sellers?!! 

Costa Linda & Play a Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY* 
SELL or RENT any tiinesbare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulicfgtonciergerea]ty,cotn 

888-888-2204 Ext Itl 

Website: 

www. co n c ic r g er ea Ity.eo m 





Psychic Natalie 

will read the stars & the heavens 
tu fullfill your destiny & solve all 
your problems 0018 178516474 
Danika can & will remove nega¬ 
tivity from areas of life 
001 8473121151 

_209697 

Psychic Riley 

let me help solve your problems 
in love marriage finance career 
and family with immediate 
results 

Call 001 747271 9899 
wyattearp14@sbcglobal.net 

_209659 

FOR RENT/SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 
Aug.4-11 wk 31 
Aug.11-18 wk 32 
two bedroom, pool/ocean view 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 
or 587 4000 Paradise, Fred 
Only Aug.13-14-15 

_209841 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. D. deCuba Tel. 585 5513 
San Nicolas 
Dr. Britt-Croes Tel. 584 1984 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Maria Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip . Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


Y 


HEALTH 

Hospital 
527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Venezolana 

CRUISES 


588 0059 
583 8300 
588 2244 

582 7896 

583 7674 



July 29 

Freewinds 
August 1 

Monarch 

Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Urban island effect' compounds Phoenix's sweltering heat 



In this Monday, July 23, 2018 photo, heat ripples blur the downtown skyline as a jet lands in 
Phoenix, Ariz., as temperatures exceed 100 degrees in the morning hours. 

Associated Press 


By ANITA SNOW 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — When 
temperatures soar as they 
have this week in down¬ 
town Phoenix, homeless 
people ride the air-condi¬ 
tioned light rail to avoid a 
heat so brutal it killed 155 
people in the city and sur¬ 
rounding areas last year. 
An occasional siren wails 
as paramedics rush to help 
people sick from the heat. 
Already devilishly hot for 
being in the Sonoran des¬ 
ert, Arizona's largest city 
is also an "urban heat is¬ 
land," a phenomenon that 
pushes up temperatures 
in areas covered in heat- 
retaining asphalt and con¬ 
crete. Forecasters said the 
high for Phoenix had risen 
to 111 degrees (44 Celsius) 
by midafternoon Thursday 
and was not expected to 
hit Wednesday's record 
high for the day of 116. 
Phoenix officials say they 
are tackling urban warm¬ 
ing, monitoring downtown 
temperatures, planting 
thousands of trees and 
capturing rainwater to cool 
off public spaces. 
Elsewhere, Chicago main¬ 
tains more than 500,000 
trees to offset rising tem¬ 
peratures and is a national 
leader among cities for so- 
called green roofs covered 
with vegetation. Los Ange¬ 
les adopted an ordinance 
in 2014 to require reflective 
"cool roofs" for new homes 
including rentals, while Se¬ 
attle is working to restore 
the city's forested park- 
lands. 

But climate specialists like 
Brian Stone, who runs the 
Georgia Institute of Tech¬ 
nology's Urban Climate 
Lab, said more is needed. 

In urban heat islands, solar 
radiation and hot air from 
vehicles and buildings get 
trapped between high- 
rises. There aren't enough 


trees to provide shade and 
evaporative cooling that 
can bring down tempera¬ 
tures. 

"We are working against 
a pronounced warming 
trend in large cities, and so 
it will require a substantial 
resurfacing of urban en¬ 
vironments simply to slow 
the rate of warming," Stone 
said. 

He said the heat island ef¬ 
fect prevents a city from 
peeling off the day's fur¬ 
nace-like heat after the sun 
sets, driving up tempera¬ 
tures over time. His team's 
research shows Phoenix 
temperatures rising nearly 1 
degree per decade, con¬ 
sistently placing it along¬ 
side Dallas and Louisville, 
Kentucky, as some of the 
fastest-warming U.S. cities. 
He said Phoenix is warming 
at three times the rate of 
the planet as a whole. 
Stone noted the heat is¬ 
land effect is caused by 
local land use and energy 
decisions and is separate 
from global warming, but 
said the two often work to¬ 


gether. 

While the heat increases 
energy consumption and 
air pollution, authorities in 
Phoenix, the hottest of the 
three cities, worry most 
about health problems like 
heat stroke or heat exhaus¬ 
tion. So far this year, five 
people have died in Mari¬ 
copa County from heat- 
associated causes, and 
another 34 cases are being 
investigated, public health 
officials said. 

"If similar numbers of people 
died from any other type of 
weather event, "it would 
be considered a national 
disaster," noted Phoenix 
sustainability officer Mark 
Hartman. 

The danger is especially 
acute for people like the 
homeless and elderly. 
An unusual heat wave in 
France in 2003 killed nearly 
15,000 people, mostly old 
people left by vacationing 
relatives in homes without 
air conditioning as temper¬ 
atures soared above 100 
(37 Celsius) degrees. 

Long noted in cities as far 


flung as Cairo, Mumbai, 
Johannesburg, Mexico City 
and Nanjing, China, the 
heat island effect can add 
more than 10 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit to nighttime tem¬ 
peratures, climate scientists 
say. 

Forecasts now take into 
consideration the heat is¬ 
land, which in the case of 
Phoenix stretches some 
25 miles (40 kilometers) 
out from the city's airport, 
National Weather Service 
forecaster Marvin Percha 
said. 

To show the difference the 
effect can make, he noted 
that in June 2017 the night¬ 
time low at Arizona State 
University's grassy cam¬ 
pus in Tempe was just 69 
degrees (21 Celsius). But 
the nighttime low just 5 'A 
miles (9 kilometers) away 
at Phoenix's Sky Harbor In¬ 
ternational Airport, where 
expanses of asphalt cover 
former farm fields, was 81 
degrees (27 degrees Cel¬ 
sius). 

Phoenix officials recently 
created a tree and shade 


subcommittee to study the 
heat island problem and 
make recommendations, 
and vowed to plant 3,000 
new trees this year. Many 
people associate Phoenix 
with cactus, but acacia, 
blue palo verde, ironwood, 
desert willow and other 
trees thrive here. 

Aimee Esposito, executive 
director of non-govern¬ 
mental Trees Matter, said 
her Phoenix organization 
this year plans to give 5,000 
small trees to residents 
across the area's Valley of 
the Sun, and will plant more 
at schools through educa¬ 
tional programs. 

Matt Grubisich, director of 
operations and urban for¬ 
estry for the nonprofit Texas 
Trees Foundation in Dallas, 
said planting trees is the 
easiest and most effective 
action to ease urban heat. 
He said his group plants 
2,500 trees such as oak, 
elm, pecan and ash annu¬ 
ally. Louisville has planted 
some 10,000 trees over the 
past three years — includ¬ 
ing maples, oaks, elms and 
Kentucky coffee trees — 
and sometimes pairs with 
nonprofit groups to give 
away trees for smaller ar¬ 
eas, such as dogwoods, 
said city sustainability offi¬ 
cer Maria Koetter. 

"I really think the com¬ 
munity is getting the mes¬ 
sage about trees," Koetter 
said. "There's usually a line 
around the block during 
the giveaways." 

Koetter said Louisville was 
the first major city to com¬ 
mission a heat manage¬ 
ment study, which was 
done by Stone's climate 
lab. It now offers $2,000 re¬ 
bates to homeowners for 
cool roofs. 

Stone said in some cities, 
hundreds of thousands of 
trees would be needed to 
fully counter the heat island 
effect. 

In Phoenix, Hartman, the 
sustainability officer, said 
the city is also looking at 
using lighter-colored as¬ 
phalt for streets. "A palette 
of solutions like this is nec¬ 
essary, especially planting 
shade trees with walkable 
corridors," said David Sailor, 
director of Arizona State 
University's Urban Climate 
Research Center. □ 
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Unpublished parts of Malcolm X's autobiography auctioned off 



In this 1963 file photo. Black Nationalist leader Malcolm X attends a rally at Lennox Avenue and 
115th Street in the Harlem neighborhood of New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — For 

decades, scholars have 
wanted to get a closer look 
at unpublished sections of 
a towering 20th century 
book, "The Autobiography 
of Malcolm X," including 
cut chapters that may 
have contained some of 
the most explosive thoughts 
of the African-American 
firebrand assassinated in 
1965. 

They may get their 
chance after an auction 
on Thursday, when 
a manuscript of an 
unpublished chapter, titled 
"The Negro," was sold by 
Guernsey's auction house 
for $7,000. 

"We are like the Western 
deserts; tumbleweed, 
rolling and tumbling 
whichever way the white 
wind blows," reads part 
of the chapter. "And the 
white man is like the cactus, 
deeply rooted, with spines 
to keep us off." 

The buyer was The New York 
Public Library's Schomburg 
Centerfor Research in Black 
Culture, based in Harlem. 
The Schomburg Center 
also acquired a 241-page 
early draft of Malcolm 
X's autobiography at the 


auction for an undisclosed 
sum. 

The existence of 
unpublished chapters of 
the book has been known 
since 1992, when an 
entertainment attorney, 
Gregory Reed, bought 
them at an estate auction 


following the death of the 
autobiography's co-author, 
Alex Haley. 

Some pages have been 
exhibited in a Detroit 
museum. An unpublished 
introduction was read 
aloud at an event in 2010. 
But mostly the sections of 


the draft that were cut 
before publication have 
been locked away from 
public view. 

Schomburg Center director 
Kevin Young said after the 
auction that the draft of the 
entire book is of immense 
value, beyond the historic. 


for the handwritten 
revisions and comments by 
Malcolm X and Haley. 

Their dialogue, in writing, 
reflects the human rights 
activism of the Muslim 
minister, who indicted 
white America for what he 
saw as criminal behavior 
against blacks. 

Opponents including the 
U.S. government accused 
Malcolm X of inciting 
racism and violence. He 
was assassinated in Harlem 
by three members of the 
Nation of Islam, a radical 
religious movement, shortly 
after he had broken away 
from the group. 

The scribbled notes in the 
manuscript "are a very 
direct narrative that he's 
crafting," said Young, citing 
the image of racist cross¬ 
burning that Malcolm X's 
mother described to him 
as a child. "And that's what 
brings him into the world." 
Loose fragments of 
Malcolm X's writing-in-the- 
works suggest a question: 
Is it possible there are other 
chapters that were written 
but cut? 

"I examined them, and 
I don't know what those 
are," Young said. Q 


Cambodian, Indian among 2018 winners of Magsaysay awards 



Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation President Carmencita 
Abella poses with pictures of this years' Ramon Magsaysay 
awardees in Manila, Philippines, Thursday, July 26, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By JIM GOMEZ 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 

A Cambodian genocide 
survivor who helped docu¬ 
ment the Khmer Rouge 
atrocities and an Indian 
psychiatrist who led the res¬ 
cue of thousands of men¬ 
tally ill street paupers to 
treat and reunite them with 
their families are among the 
six winners of this year's Ra¬ 
mon Magsaysay Awards, 
regarded as Asia's version 
of the Nobel Prize. 

The other recipients named 
Thursday are a Filipino 
who led peace talks with 
communist insurgents, a 
polio-stricken Vietnamese 
who fought discrimina¬ 
tion against the disabled, 
an East Timorese who built 
care centers for the poor 
amid civil strife and an In¬ 
dian who tutored village 
students to help them pass 
exams. 

The awards, named after 


a Philippine president who 
died in a 1957 plane crash, 
are to be presented in Ma¬ 
nila on Aug. 31. 

"All are unafraid to take 
on large causes. All have 
refused to give up despite 
meager resources, daunt¬ 
ing adversity and strong 
opposition," Carmencita 
Abella, president of the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 
Foundation, said of the win¬ 
ners. "Their approaches are 
all deeply anchored on a 
respect for human dignity 
and a faith in the power of 
collective endeavor." 

Youk Chhang lost his father, 
five of his siblings and near¬ 
ly 60 of his relatives dur¬ 
ing the genocidal Khmer 
Rouge rule in the late 
1970s and subsequent civil 
war, but he escaped and 
found his way to the United 
States as a refugee. He re¬ 
turned home after order 
was restored and headed 


a center that documented 
the horrific violence in aid 
of the Khmer Rouge war 
crimes trials. 

The massive scope of his 
group’s work included col¬ 
lecting more than a mil¬ 
lion documents, producing 
digital maps of more than 
23,000 mass graves and 
excavating remains for fo¬ 
rensic examination. Youk, 


57, is currently involved in 
a project to develop a mu¬ 
seum, archives, library and 
a graduate program on 
crimes against humanity. 

In India, where there are 
an estimated 400,000 street 
paupers with mental illness, 
psychiatrist Bharat Vatwani 
started a mission in 1988 
that by now has rescued, 
treated and reintegrated 


into their families more than 
7,000 of them. 

Vatwani's "healing com¬ 
passion" affirmed "the hu¬ 
man dignity of even the 
most ostracized in our 
midst," the foundation said. 
Filipino businessman How¬ 
ard Dee turned to a range 
of civic work, including re¬ 
sponding to widespread 
contingencies in the south¬ 
ern Philippines caused by 
drought, famine and insur¬ 
gency-wrought violence. 
He served as a government 
negotiator in peace talks 
with communist rebels in 
the 1990s. 

Contracting polio when 
she was 2 years old, Vo Thi 
Hoang Yen helped found 
a non-profit group in 2005, 
which has helped about 
15,000 people with disabili¬ 
ties get jobs. A showcase 
project involved a motor¬ 
cycle taxi service designed 
for the disabled. □ 
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Q&A: McQuarrie talks action. Cruise, 'Mission: Impossible' 



By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — In pre¬ 
vious "Mission: Impossible" 
movies, action often came 
first, and story second. 

It's almost ironic then that 
when writer-director Chris¬ 
topher McQuarrie and Tom 
Cruise decided to focus on 
character for the sixth mov¬ 
ie, "Fallout," now playing 
nationwide, they'd end up 
with the most exciting "Mis¬ 
sion" ever — wall-to-wall 
with stunning set pieces in 
helicopters, trucks, motor¬ 
cycles. Even a three-man 
fight in a public restroom is 
a standout sequence that 
rivals the very real danger 
Cruise put himself in (106 
times) to do a parachute 
jump from 25,000 feet. 
McQuarrie, 50, a Holly¬ 
wood journeyman who 
won an Oscar 22 years 
ago for writing "The Usual 
Suspects," has been one of 
Cruise's go-to guys for a de¬ 
cade, writing "Valkyrie" and 
"Edge of Tomorrow" and di¬ 
recting "Jack Reacher" and 
2015's "Mission: Impossible 
— Rogue Nation." 

He spoke to The Associated 
Press recently from Seoul 
about his crazy feat, and 


In this July 22, 2018 file photo 
McQuarrie attend the premiere 


making the sixth, and best- 
reviewed, "Mission" movie. 
Remarks have been edited 
for clarity and brevity. 

AP: How did you do this? 
McQUARRIE: We did not set 
out to make you know the 
biggest, giant-est, craziest, 
most outrageous "Mission" 
ever. I said to Tom I want 


actor Tom Cruise, left, and director, writer, producer Christopher 
of "Mission: Impossible - Fallout" in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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to make a more emotional 
movie, a more character- 
driven movie that's more 
about Ethan. By keeping 
our heads down and fo¬ 
cusing on that it didn't re¬ 
ally occur to us just how big 
("Fallout") was until we were 
well into it. As we started 
to take stock as the mov¬ 
ie started to take shape 
we realized, "Oh my God 
we've got this sequence, 
that sequence, this other 
sequence." In a previous 
"Mission: Impossible" any 
one of those stunts would 
have been The Stunt. 

AP: That's surprising that it's 
not all mapped out metic¬ 
ulously. 

McQUARRIE: Tom said with 
"Rogue Nation," "I want 
the audience to experi¬ 
ence what it's like for us to 
make movies." There's very 
little difference between 
watching a "Mission: Impos¬ 
sible" movie and making a 
"Mission: Impossible" movie. 
A lot of these things we're 
making up as we go along. 
There’s very seldom a fin¬ 
ished script when we go 
into production. We come 
up with big crazy ideas in 
the middle of the movie, 
so people are forced to 
scramble to put them to¬ 
gether and it's always a 
race against the clock. The 
vibe of what you're feeling 
when you're watching the 
movie is what we feel every 
day when we go to work. 


AP: And yet your action 
sequences are notably co¬ 
herent — no shaky cam, no 
contrivances. Why do you 
do it that way? 

McQUARRIE: I'm obsessed 
with clarity and geography. 
Those are the first two rules 
of any action sequence ... 
For me it's important that 
you sit back and the movie 
comes at you and requires 
nothing from you in terms 
of comprehension. What 
that demands of the ac¬ 
tors is that they bring the 
energy. And when you look 
at that bathroom fight, it's 
very straightforward: Three 
guys fighting in a bath¬ 
room. But the actors were 
all so focused and so re¬ 
hearsed and so dedicated 
to what they were doing, 
the energy is on screen, not 
in the camera work. And I 
don't get inside the fight. I 
stay outside of it. Just over 
one character's shoulder. 
What I'm doing is essentially 
making you a bystander. 
I'm putting you right in the 
action. 

AP: Is there a set-piece 
you're most proud of? 
McQUARRIE: The things I’m 
most proud of are the emo¬ 
tional moments, lisa (Re¬ 
becca Ferguson) following 
Ethan is the definition of 
what we call shoe leather. 
And it cannot survive the 
"get to the next moment 
right now" process of film- 
making. That survived four 
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test screenings. Never got 
a studio note. The fact that 
I cut two giant stunts out 
that were in the first trailer, 
and yet that scene stayed? 
That's something I'm im¬ 
mensely proud of. 

AP: What was going 
through your mind when 
Tom Cruise got injured dur¬ 
ing filming? 

McQUARRIE: Disaster is the 
opportunity to excel. When 
you make enough movies, 
you realize that setbacks 
are a natural part of the 
creative process and if you 
don't panic, they almost al¬ 
ways turn to your benefit. 
So as soon as he broke his 
ankle, my first concern was, 
"Is he OK" not, "Oh no this 
is going to ruin the movie." 
I knew this was going to in 
some way benefit the film. 
And it did. We shut produc¬ 
tion down. Tom went right 
into physical therapy. And I 
went into the editing room 
and started to assemble 
the movie. I was able to 
make the discoveries I nor¬ 
mally wouldn't have made 
until well after the film was 
finished. 

AP: What are your aspira¬ 
tions from here? 
McQUARRIE: I started di¬ 
recting as a means of mak¬ 
ing the one movie I really 
dreamed of making and 
never got there. Where my 
career changed was when 
I stopped asking, "Would 
you make my movie" and 
started asking, "How can I 
help you make your film?" 
And the change was im¬ 
mediate. I went from not 
making a film for seven 
years to working on 13 or 
14 movies in the last 10 
years. I just go through the 
door that opens. I'm fol¬ 
lowing whatever happens 
and currently I've got Tom 
Cruise saying, "All right, 
what are we doing next?" 
That's a very difficult thing 
to walk away fromO 
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Auctioneer: Rosa Parks house has buyers, working out details 



In this April 1, 2018 file photo, visitors view the rebuilt house of 
Rosa Parks at the WaterFire Arts Center in Providence, R.l. 

Associated Press 


By MICHELLE R. SMITH 
Associated Press 
PROVIDENCE, R.l. (AP) — 

The auctioneer selling the 
house where Rosa Parks 
sought refuge after flee¬ 
ing the South amid death 
threats said after the auc¬ 
tion on Thursday there are 
buyers interested, but it will 
take a few days to work out 
the details. 

The house was included in 
an auction by Guernsey's in 
New York as part of a larger 
sale of African-American 
cultural and historic items. It 
was listed with a minimum 
bid of $1 million, with a pre¬ 
sale estimate of $1 million 
to $3 million. 

It didn't sell during the auc¬ 
tion, but Arlan Ettinger, of 
Guernsey's, said he was 
approached after the auc¬ 


tion by a buyer who had 
trouble entering a bid on¬ 
line. He did not release the 
buyer's identity. 

Among the other items of 
interest that sold was Alex 
Haley's manuscript of "The 
Autobiography of Malcolm 


X," including handwritten 
notes by Malcolm X and 
Haley, which sold to New 
York's Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Cul¬ 
ture, Ettinger said. It was 
sold after the auction, and 
he did not immediately re¬ 


lease the price. 

Parks moved to Detroit in 
1957, two years after refus¬ 
ing to give up her seat on 
a bus to a white passenger 
in Montgomery, Alabama. 
She stayed for a time in her 
brother's tiny, wood-framed 
home with 17 other rela¬ 
tives, according to family 
members. 

The house eventually was 
abandoned and ended up 
on a demolition list before 
Parks' niece, Rhea McCau¬ 
ley, bought it for $500 and 
donated it to American 
artist Ryan Mendoza in an 
attempt to preserve her 
aunt's legacy. Mendoza 
took it apart and shipped it 
to Germany and reassem¬ 
bled it in his yard in Berlin, 
turning it into a work of art 
that became a destination 


for people curious about 
Parks. 

Mendoza brought the 
house back to the U.S. ear¬ 
lier this year and displayed 
it in Rhode Island as he 
searched for a permanent 
place to reassemble the 
fragile structure for the final 
time. It is now packed in 
shipping containers await¬ 
ing its new home. 

He has said he hopes it will 
be displayed so the pub¬ 
lic can see it. The auction 
house has said the pro¬ 
ceeds of the sale will be 
split between Mendoza 
and Parks' family. 

Mendoza, who was in Ber¬ 
lin for the auction, followed 
the sale online and initially 
thought it had failed to sell 
after bidding did not reach 
the minimum of $1 million.Q 


Willie Nile delivers depth, danceable defiance 


By KILEY ARMSTRONG 
Associated Press 

Willie Nile, "Children of Para¬ 
dise" (River House Records) 
"I wanna be a painting; I 
don't wanna be a sketch." 
Willie Nile, who embraces 
this noble objective in the 
song "Lookin' for Someone," 
delivers depth and a dose 
of danceable defiance in 
his best album to date. 

His timely depictions of the 


human condition, fueled 
by the never-say-die rock 
revolution, hit the sweet 
spot on lots of levels. 

"Don't let the (rhymes with 
suckers) kill your buzz!" urg¬ 
es Nile — a musical mantra 
that's useful for so many 
situations. 

Touches of whimsy and ten¬ 
der love songs buffer the 
uppercuts. But Nile can't 
stay out of the fray for long. 


He grapples with greed; 
environmental destruction; 
homelessness. The title cut 
references a destitute boy 
planning a border crossing. 
Some intros sneak up the 
fuse, then — BOOM! — in¬ 
stant earworm. 

"I, I — I, I defy you!" the 
band declares. 

The equally rowdy, fan-in- 
spired "Rock 'n' Roll Sister" is 
sheer joy. 


There's also a taste of Nile's 
artistically licensed religious 
imagery. 

In "Gettin' Ugly Out There," 
the Baby Jesus flees town 
on a train, wondering what 
he's going to "tell the Old 
Man." Amid angelic-sound¬ 
ing backing vocals, the 
album's finale offers hope 
and reassurance: One day, 
"All God's children gonna 
sing.'U 



This cover image released by 
River House Records shows 
"Children of Paradise," a 
release by Willie Nile. 

Associated Press 


Meghan Trainor: Demi Lovato's openness has helped me 



Meghan Trainor poses for a portrait at Hotel Amarano, Thursday, 
July 26, 2018, in Los Angeles to promote her upcoming album, 
'Treat Myself." 

Associated Press 


By PABLO ARAUZ PENA 
Associated Press 
BURBANK, Calif. (AP) — 

Meghan Trainor says Demi 
Lovato's openness about 
her battles and troubles 
helped her cope with her 
own struggles. 

Lovato's representative 
said Tuesday that the sing¬ 
er was recovering after she 
was reportedly hospitalized 
for an overdose. 

"She actually helped me 
get through my stuff be¬ 
cause I was watching her 
and was like, 'I know I'm 
not alone,"' Trainor said in 
an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press on Thursday. 
"But I can't imagine what 
level she's going through 
and what her family is go¬ 
ing through right now. And 


I just didn't know it was that 
bad. And I didn't know she 
was struggling so much." 
Lovato's hospitalization 
comes a month after she 
released a new song called 
"Sober," indicating that she 
relapsed after six years of 
sobriety. 

While Lovato has been 
seen as a role model for 
speaking openly about her 
issues with drugs, alcohol, 
depression and more, mu¬ 
sic fans have also looked 
up to Trainor, who has been 
an advocate for body posi¬ 
tivity and has denounced 
bullying. 

Trainor, 24, said that if she 
had known about Lova¬ 
to's condition sooner, she 
would have said some¬ 
thing. 


"I wish I could've been there 
more for her or reached 
out more and checked on 
her. Because I've only, like, 


I sang at the Grammys with 
her once. And I do all these 
awards shows and I get to 
say hi a little bit. 


But you just feel like, 'Ah, 

I wish I did something.' I 
wish I knew," Trainor said 
while promoting her album, 
"Treat Myself," out on Aug. 
31. 

"And I'm sure all her fans 
feel like that right now — 
just what can we do to help 
her? But I know she's just so 
strong," she added. "Just as 
a fan, I know she's so strong 
and she'll come back and 
she'll be better than ever." 
The entertainment world 
outpoured support onto 
Lovato this week, includ¬ 
ing Ellen DeGeneres, Bruno 
Mars, Lady Gaga and Ari- 
ana Grande. 

In an interview Thursday, 
actress Shay Mitchell said 
she's "sending light and 
love" to Lovato. □ 
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